2 


b; We : 


hail CS 
AND 


« 
& 
4 
- 


y IMUEL TOMLTNS, A.M, 
achcr of the pe at Marlebo- 


2 
4 


"LONDON, 

79 Tho. Parkhurſt at the Bible and | = 
F Crowns in Cheapſide, near_Ade . 
$2595 


»- p 
= CY =. 
þ.. 4 


ct 


,.o 


pas - 


FF Much Honoured Friend FR 
4 & Wikiam Aſhurft, Kaight ; 
(4 Aderman of the City of ' 
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TbU were lately fb fignall Iiftrument al in Reforms - 
ing tht Manner: of the City of London-in your Tate 
Nayoralty, that I have thought it proper. to_de- 
to-you this ſmall Treatiſe concerning Chriſt's pur+ 
al cemfing his Kingdom from all ſcatidalous 
"Mildns and Workers of Tniquity.7: 3s z great Reproach 
#Chriftianity that fo many pretend t0 it, that ehervate 
B Principles, evutradiff and ſubvert it; great Deſigns. 
Ate wicomely 7s it t0 be Clay Members , under a Golden 
Kuad ; for carnal Creatures to claim Relation to a ſpiri- 
hal and beavenly King ? God promiſes vo lay all Ston”s 
* Ivderr with pleaſant Stones,” Tha. 54. 12. Sanftius in 
ts Commentary conceives, the Holy Ghoſt alludes to thoſe 
Stenes that did divide and diftinguiſh one Man's Land 
fren auther, in' a common Field : 4nd ſo this greavTrath "3 
8 * :agir by this Promiſe , That the Church and itt trus ©" 
_ xd genuine Children ſhould be diftinguiſbed frem *hy 
3. world, not by ordinary and common things, 


ant and precious Stones, It is the precieut "4 2 
Kuawledge of God in Chrift, precious Faith in bins,” 
ext Divine Nature _—_ him, 57 
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LY "Epiſtle Dedicato 
this difference betwern the Church and, the World, 
and Specul ative Knowledge, s cold and barren Pl 
« Form of Godlineſs, « Name to live, 8 | 
fon, are law-and mean things to difting 
Church and the World. The Lqrd Jeſus Cl 
ly appear, and fit on the Throne of his Glary : 
then brand Perſons with eternal Infamy and Ig 
be diſowned as no Members , to be Giſelai F 
Jer of Je oy Giri, to be plucked up as Tar, 1 
away 4: dro ay as bad Fiſb, and w 
p#7:.l1 #0 be 7 bound fuk heave lied ts Joſw.Q 
imivefully cheated and deteived their way 
+: 20D #3 therefore to look well to it, that wi 
ence” the Fellowſhip of Chriff's Sufferings, and 
power of bis Reſurrettivn, Phil. 3. 10. ' Theſe 
port ant and mo werfor, things, to bavue our þ 
and our Souls quickued ; te haven 
Rom. 6. 5, 6.\ "Man "nailed te the Croft 4 
Cal, 3. 1. + the wn; 6By ries fat kf 
Rom. 6. 13. . may wore forge A) a) 
1 Por, 2. 24. iy the likeneſs of Chri 
k that we riſe with Fra 
fo God as thaſe that are alive from thi = 
Righteouſneſs, and ſeck the things that ans. 
Chriſt will recognize 145 as his Members, and as 
us as his Subjets, and we ſhall not be turned ww of 
Houſe of God , but .flay and abide in it fer 60,1 
when otherr burn with the Taves in the Furnact; ok, 
ſhine orth as the Sun in the King dow of our — 
this ſmall Treatiſe may contribute any thing tt ba 
tual God, and eternal Salvation, it wilt | 
ful. and azceprable to _ 
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Jirging . of- Chriſt's Kingdom, 
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6 : - Mar. lil: 41: 

the Sev of Men ſhall ſend forth bis Angels, and 
they ſhall gather out of bis kingdoms all things 
tho fend and them that work iniquity. 

EN the words we have 1. A Subject 
Nfpoke of, and that is, The Son of nan. 
; ly. We have what is-related and 
affirmed concerning this Subjeft, wi. 
L, = ſend forth bis Angels." 3dh. For 


? Ariſw. To gather out of bis King- 

; to Putge and Cleanſe it. Some havs 
hr to be in Chriſt's Kingdom ; they 
WzDiſhonour and a Reproich to it ; they 
2 Jefus Chriſt, they cheat and deceive 
= own Souls. 4. o they are that 
llbe gather'd our of Chriſt's Kingdom ? 
d out of his Fields ? driven out of his 
Houſe ? Anfw. All Things, or all thoſe that 
bk ,.and them that work iniquity. Ahoy 
doediina, meer Stumblingblocks : They of- 
End, grieve and trouble thoſe chat are ir 


cagemirs Kingdom ; they prejudice thoſe 


at ve without ; poſlefs their Minds wit 
lard and bad thoughts of Chriſt's Kingdotn, - 
| bf hinder chem PRs An. inco efron 


Y b 1 


ebbracing - 


embracing the Chriſtian Religion, ar if 
ſubje&ing themfelves to Chrifts Yoke? 
Government : And all they that work 

quity, and fo ſerve Chriſt's Enemies, nj 
undoe and deſtroy their own Souls, 


The words may be handled as a Dodiy [Ly 


Propoſition. 

{. Dot. The Sow of Man ſhall ſend 
bis Angels, and they ſuall gather out of bis 
dom all things that offend, and them that 


1m1quit y. 


the V 
wh'd ; 


ky 
Thi 


1, I ſhall conſider the Subje& ſpoken 


the Son of Man. Who is meant by the 


of Man? Anſw. Jelus Chriſt : He tk 
called the Sow of God, Joh. 9. 35. Doſtt 
believe on the Son of God ? Yea, heis 


the only begotten Son, Joh. 3. 16. & Joh. ulif 


God hath many Fdopted Sons : Many 


are led to GloryÞy the Captain of Salva 


Heb., 2. 17. But God hath but one begd 
Son : He is therefore, by way of Emy 
and Excellency,call'd his ewn Son: Rom.s 
God ſpared not his own Son, but gave 
to the Death. This Son of God, in the 


is named the Son of Man : He that wal 


Son of God from Eternity, became'tae 
of Man in time : He that was the Brigk 

of his Fathers Glory, was veiled and 0 
wich a Humane Nature : This was as 
Sackcloth, and as a Dark-Lantharn- 

the Son of Righteouſneſs : He that wat 
things, was made Fleſh, 1 fob. 4. #1 


_ # 
— 


_ 


Mk that was the Creator, debaſed himſelf 
od fipaped to become a Creature. Which 
mote than jf theOcean had been leſſen'd 
Þ2Drop, or the Sun had joined a petty or 
Sn Lamp to it {elf ; or the greaceſt Emperor 
Ke World had been made a Worm, to be 
wh'd and bruiſed; to redeem Worms from 
Imfion - He that was the Head of An- 

ky under the Feet of Sinners, 
Thi Title, The Son of Man, deſerves fur- 
710 be conſidered. For, 1f. It ſeems 
S lock back on the Old Teſtament, and to 
AS bortoy'd from Dan.7. 1341 ſaw im the night 
| , and behold one like the Sam of Man 
nth tbe clouds of heaven, and was brought 
Wr ſore the ancient of days. This is a Pro- 


My 9.of-Chrift”s glorious tation and 


akon into Heaven : The" Father then 
red bim, and ſaid, Sir rhou —_——_— 
1 


My ng ns thy foes thy foot-ſtool, 10. I. 
1f eſtament explains the Old Teſta- 
a, ad the old Teſtament confirms the 
e108 Demiel propheftied of the Coming of 
82204 Man, and the New Teſtament 
pe SS Chriſt to be that Son of Man that 
bf Joretold to come into the World. 
lol viſt is ſtyled the Son of Man, with 
10 What he was to doe, in Purging 
ae" and Judging the World. The 
i ere points at the great Exaltation of 

W, and the Glory put' on Him. The 

Man ſhould ſend forth bis Angels, and 
ST they 


| (4) , 
they ſtall —_ out of his kinodom ol & 
offend, and work miguity. is is 2,7 
and glorious Work, to purge and': 
his Kingdom, to put away vi 
up Weeds, to baniſh the Workers 4 
out of his Kingdom, to confine them 
proper place, and caſt them intot 
nace, and ſhut them up in the Priſon | 
evidences that Chriſt hath a higher 
than a Humane Nature; and that th 
doing of this great Work, he will 
nour and Glory on the Humane Ni 
which he _ humbled and abaſed 
hath appointed a Day to Judge theWF;.; 
by the Man tha he hath | "x 
AZ. 17. 31. and hath given Chriſti. 
rity to execute Judgment, becauſe Wie... 
Son of Man; Fob. f. 27.” (that is) 
the Son of God did ſtoop, did Wk..; 
empty and abaſe himſelf to be t& 
Man, and to ſuffer and die in this] 
therefore God will put Honour « 
mane Nature, and exalt it, to tryl 
cenſure the Actions of Men, and 
them to their Eternal Place. He 
ſentenc'd ar the Tribunal of 
arraign the whole World before Wk, 
ment-Seat. _ The Son of Man i 
nently dignify'd, when he ſhall er, «.., 
kis Angels, and by them ſhall pur; 
and cleanſe his V ineyard. 


- 
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by 
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FT”; I ſhall now apply my ſelf to open 


4s affirm'd of the Son of Man, It is 
i He ſhall ſend forth his Angels. 1 ft. Ob- 
we, The Angels are called Chrif's Angels, 
| The Work they are employed in, 
To gather out of his Kingdom thoſe 
have neither Right or Fitneſs to con- 
e there. 349. The Fieneſs of the Anyels 
[that Work. 
4, This is Honourable to Chrift, that the 
& are call'd the Angels of the Son of 
Here we may obſerve, That our 
mae Nature is ſo exalted in Chrilt, that 
#Lord over the Angels, doth commiffio- 
ae, fend forth and employ them on his Er- 
&, and in his Service: 177m. 2. 16. It 
ad to be part of the Myſtery ot Godlineſs 
Wed manifeſted in the Flelh,: was [cen of 
ſk, They ſaw him firſt debaſed, and 
&lower than themſelves ; Heb. 2. 7. T hou 
WF made him a little lower than the Angels : 
tHe might bz capable of Sufferings, and 
# the Edge of God's Sword, and drink the 
m'ot his Wrath. This was matter of 
londer, That the Lord of Angels ſhould 
the form of a Servant be ſubje&ed to the 


L We and fury of Men. And then the An- 


& law him exalted, and lifted up by God 
xy much above them ; and this did greatly 
Ah them, That he entred into Heaven, 

a ls, Principalities and Powers being 
ade ſubject to him, 1 Pet. 3. uit. When he 
B 3 Way 


(6) 
was but a Babe in the Manger, then the 
gels of God were called to pay their Homug| the / 
and perform cheir Adoration to him, He.igh and 
When he brought the Firſt Begorren intolgh And 
World, he faith, Ler all the Angel of Ql The 
worſhip bim. And if they adored him hd bring 
in the Cradle, much more may we tif &e, 
they will worſhip him ſitting on the Th 
Mat. 25.3. When the Son of Man ſhall ow unto: 
in his glory, and all the holy Angel wif ad 
him, then ſhall he 1it on the Throne of fiſh « 
Glory. Whenthe +on of Man ſhall chlff The | 
on the Throne of his Glory, che Angel 
be ready to give their Attendance, to r& 
thetr Obedience, in gathering ele& Me ku « 
bers to their Head, in preſeriting Crim Net 
to his Bar, and.in ex8&cucing his Sentendt 
chem in theſe following Scriptures, Mai.24 Chur 
Luk. 19. 297. Mat. 13. 42. The Angebaf* A 
gather the Ele& to their Kingdom, by|<ved 
Offenders before - their Judge, and alt 
Tares into a Furnace of unquencheable Fate, 

2 I ſhall a little dwell on the Work alone 
to the Angels, in the Text : They ſballgn £ 
Alen out of Chrilt 's Kingdom. 1+ T his 8 en 
obſervable, That thoſe whom Men-aM ll ye 
do gather into the Church, mto the Vi8g<* coi 
Kingdom of Chriit, thole Spirit-Al 
4hall gather out of it. The Officers 
Paſtors are called the Angels of the Chwad| 2 
The Sven Stars are ſaid to be the! AyaE* ad 


w ; TILE 4 
the Seven Churches, Rev-1, 20. - 90 we Ry © 
” {4 ( 


' 


C» 
the Angel of the Church of Epheſus, Smyrna, 
ix} a0d Pergamos, 1n the 2d. of the Revelations. 
ofd And what is the work of theſe Men-Angels? 
{ lf They gather Souls inro the Church, and they 
df bring in many Hypocrites among the >in- 
tl care, Mar. 22. 10. Chriſt's Servants go 
oof forth into the High-ways,and gather together 
oa} unto the Feaſt as many as they find; both Bad 
; will and Good : ſo the Net gathers and encloſes 
{88 £ifh of all kinds,both good & bad, Mar. 1 3.47. 
ha The Good Fiſh are the Upright, and the 
of Bad Fiſh are thoſe that are Unſound, and 
cal meerly Nominal and Titular Chriſtians. 
af But there ſhall be a Separacion, when the 
mid Net is drawn to the ſhore ; then Spirit- 
2 Angek ſhall gather theſe bad Men our of the 
Church, which Men-Angels did gather into 
k 6" Men may be impoſed on, and be de- 
wlcared, but Angels will not be cheated and 
a Xuded. What doth it advantage Hypo- 
Fate, to blind the Eyes of Paſtors ? They 
clſ<nnot calt a Miſt betore, or put a Veil on 
[{® Eyes of Angels : Thoſe that are pallable 
pf ieces, and current Coin among the Saints, 
ng lll yer be diſcovered to be reprobate Silver, 
Vi8p2d counterfeit Coin, by the Angels : They 
know thoſe that Miniſters cannot 
#$. 2- Good Angels will gather out of Chriſt's 
MSC thole that Bad Angels do gather 
"0. it: Mat, 13. 25. While mm ys 6n 
ceme and ſowed tares among the wheat, 


B 4 and 


(8) 
and went his way. Who is this Eneay! 
Chriſt, in Mar. 13. 39. tells us, it is & 


Devil. - What are the Tares ? Chiiſt @ 


pounds this of the Children of the wickeday, 
Mat. 14. 28. The Feld of Chriſt is the Ui 
yerſal Viſible Church, ſpread through t& 
World, Mar, 134. 338. The ſamethat 
calld the Kingdom of Chriſt inghe Tex; 
the World in Mat. 13. 38. It is not to bew 
derſtood of the World at large, but the 
tivated,” the Manured, the Tilled part ofte 
World ; and that is the Univerſal Viſth 


" Church ſpread through many Nations te 
World. So that it is plain trom- this &&p 
ture, that Satan brings and ſows many 
his Children in the Church : But is it mt 
ſtrange, improbable, and almoſt increditk 
that Satan ſhould bring Men into theChurd 
Is not this a dangerous Place for his 
jects to be in ? May he not loſe then 
An(w. Satan doth bring many into i 
Church with a deep Deſign, and for poli 
Ends. 1. Satan counts this for his Hot 

and Glory, to have Subjedts, Servants a 
Children of his, even +» the Church? 
well as without ; That he has Vaſſals ſeri 
ſervice, among the Veſſels of Honour 
are for God's ule. As this exalrs Chriſt, 
he rules among his Enemies, P/al. 11% 
Rule thou in the midſt of thine enemies ; (0 
advances Satan, that he alſo rules among 
Enemies, that he can retain' his Prey, 
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kis Captive, preſerve his Subjets faſt, and 
doſe to him among his Enemies, even where 
& | God and Chriſt rule, and Saints do yield 
las | obedience ; That he can maintain an intereſt 
Us | for himſelf, where the Light ſhines, Grace 
te} beams,the Laws of Chriſt are proclaimed, and 
atk} chedanger of rebelling againftchem is openly 
240 declared ; That yet his Soldiers will not leave 
ew histents, nor his SybjeRts caſt of his yoke, nor 
Gf renounce their obedience to him. 2. Satan is 
ft} content and willing that many of his Chil- 
it} dren ſhould creep into and be joined to the 
Church, that they may be more ſecure ; 
that now they may flatter themſelves that 
they are ſafe from danger; and may bleſs 
themſelves in the hope of a Place in God's 
Kingdom, and a Portion among his Sons and 
Daughters. How many do betake them- 
ſelves to the Church, as a City of Refuge, 
5 4 SanQtuary to preſerve themſelves from 
Deſtruion, though -they go on in their 
wickedneſs ? God, by Feremiah, complains, 
fer. 7. 12. That the profane Jews did uſe 
the Temple as if it were a Den of Robbers : 
% Robbers do ſpoil Travellers, and then 
retreat to their Dens, as places of fafery 
and ſecurity ; fo they did ſteal, murther, 
commit Adultery, ſwear falſely, and then 
come and ſtand in the Temple, offer ſome 
Sacrifices,, and then conclude a Compenſa- 
tion was made to God for all the wrong they 
bad done him ; that now they were de- 
liver'd 


(10) 
lver'd from the guilt they had contrs 
and ſecured from the puniſhmene hey, ha 
deſerved. So Auguſtine, in his 224. hb. 46, 
vitate (as I remember) ſpeaks of many Ch, 
ftians in his time, That though they didle 
kend and looſe lives, yet they thought 
ſhould be ſaved at laſt, becauſe they belieny 
the. erue and right Do@rine. And hoy 
many in theſe days do caſt their cold al 
formal Prayers, their blind and heartlefÞ; 
votions into the ſcale, to ballance and wei 
-down all their groſs and notorious Wicked 
neſs. Thus is a falſe Notion of the Churg 
and Kingdom of Chriſt, a great Mean, 
and a myſtical Inftrument to uphold Sata 
Throne, and keep the Crown on his Heal 
The Name of Chriſtianity encourages maty 
to perſiſt in the practice of Iniquity, withou 
fear of Miſery & Deſtrution, 3.Satan bring 
Men into the Church, that they may dos hun 
more ſervice in the Church, than they could 
doe outof it. The Taresdid draw away ts 
Sap and Strength of the Earth from the good 
Corn, did entangle and . harle about ts 
Wheat, pull ic down, keep it low, hinds 
its growth and flouriſhing : ſo Satan's Chir 
dren in the Church, they aſpire to, and 
afrer the higheſt places, they graſp the 
nours and Profits that were deſign'd for bet: 
Men, they keep the ſincere People of Gal 
low; they pull them down, and lay ſuchun 
them,. they will hardly allow them ap 
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ind ſubſiſtence in the Church, they traduce 
and reproach them as Puritans, Precifians, 
Fanaticks, that make the Way to Heaven 
narrower, and the Yoke of Chrift heavier, 
and the Comminds of Chriſt ſtricter chan 
indeed they are ; They think they call Men 
to hard ſervices, and bind heavy burdens on 
them, when Chriſt gives larger allowances, 
and Men may go © Heaven without fach 
frineb, withour ſo much adoe, without 
keeping ſo ſtri& a rein on the fleſh, withour 
continual curbing of cheir luſts, and denying 
their natural appetites and inclinations ; and 
when theſe Men have advantages on their 
fide, and carnal Rulers that will comply with 
them, they are ready to perſecute ; they are 
forward to execute Penal Laws, and perſe- 
cure thoſe of the ſame Nation, City, Neigh- 
bourhood, to the utmoſt, that they may ruine 
and undee them ;, as in Abraham's Family, 
Iimedl perſecuted Taac : Gal. 4. 29. 30. It is 
ww they that are born after the fleſh, perſecute 
thoſe that are born after the ſpirit. Calvin would 
lay, That a Man necd go no farther than 
Geneva to be perſecuted. I have heard thar 
ſome protane Ones in that City, would, in 
conempt and hatred of Calvin, call their 
Dogs Calvin. This holy Man choſe rather 
tO leave Genevs, and to go into voluntary 
exile to Straxburg in Germany, than to admit 
looke.and profane Men to the Table of the 

l :The Tares do much miſchief to the 
good 
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Corn, and much ſervice to Satan, by 
ing in the ſame Field, the fame Chu 
with the ſincere and upright Servants o 
Chriſt. 
But thoſe that Satan hath thus, and fo 
theſe Ends introduced into the Church, wall 
ing their Enmity againſt Chriſt, and hi 
People, under the name of Chriſtianity; 
theſe the Good Angels will ſeparate and 
ther out of the Church, that they may 
for mocking of Chrift, for hating and hin- 
dering his People. 
3dly. Let us conſider how meet and ft 
Good Angels are for this Work to whichthe 
are deſigned, and in which they are en 
ployed. | 
1. They excell in Judgment, Wiſdomad 
Underſtanding. To be Wile as an Ang 
of God, was grown to a Proverb ina! 
2 Sam, 14. 20. My lord the king is wiſe aa 
angel of God. As the Angel that deſtroy! 
the Egyptians Firft-born, could olſerve ad 
diſtinguiſh beeween the Ifraclices Houſes tha 
had Blood ſprinkled at the Door of then 
and the Egyprians Houſes that had no Blot 
ſprinkled on them, though it were int 
midſt of the Night : So the Angels of Gu 
do know and will underſtand, whoa 
ſprinkled with the Blood of Chriſt, andi 
muſt ſtay in Chriſt's Kingdom ; and wo 
are- not, and ſo muſt be gathered out « 


Bo 4 3- f 3- I=T CT DO OP IPETEY 


Chriſt's Kingdom, and deltroyed : = 


SEA coe rc cor, .P #6 «x — < 


S = _FES RE 


null 
| ht 


me =, &” 


(13) 


will diſcover thoſe that have eſcaped the Ob- 
ſervation of Paſtors, and have deluded chem 


with their fair Pretences : They will be able 
to waſh off the Paints, and pull away the 
Veil of Hypocrices, and fo will pull them 
out of the Kingdom of Chriſt : They know 
that they were not ſent forth to miniſter to 
the Wicked, but to the Saints, Heb.'1. 14. 
that Hypocrites were-no part of their charge z 
that they did not attend on them, and there- 
fore can diſtinguiſh and mark them out, to 
be gathered out of the Kingdom of Chriſt. 

2. The Angels do excell in Strength : Bleſs 
the Lord,” ye his Angels, that excell in ſtrength, 
As Nebuchadnez,zar employ'd the moſt mgh- 
ty Men in his Army, Das. 3: 20. to bind 
Shadrach, Meſhach and Abed-nego, and to 
caſt themi into the Fiery Furnace ; fo the 

ds are the mightieſt Soldiers in God's 
Hoſt, the moſt valiant of his Army, and theſe 
he charges to reap the Tares, to bind them 


\n-bundles, -and to caſt them into an Frernal 


Furnace, Mar. 13- 30, 39, 42. The Angels 
are ſtrong and mighty Reapers. Can the 
Tares ftand before the Hook, or withſtand 
the Sickle of theſe mighty Reapers ? Can 
the Tares hinder themſelves from being 
bound up in bundles, and caſt into a Furnace 
of unquenchable Fire 2? Though wicked 
Men-are many, a huge multitude, and great 
in power, and high in authority here in this 
world, yer theic numbers, ſtrength or force 

cannot 


C14) op 
cannot ſecure or prote& them "from th 
mighty Reapers. | 

ut who are thoſe that ſhall be patho 
out of the Kingdom of Chriſt ? This is i 
Chriſt's Glory : It the whole Church is & 
Kingdomof Chriſt, it is his Dominion; a [' 
this is farther for his Honour, that he 
urge this Kingdom of his, that the =_ 
urity, and Holineſs of it may appear. 
Jeſus Chriſt is fairer thay the Children of. Ma, 
Pal. 45. 2. So the Church isto appear,a th 
faireſt among Women, 1 Cant. 8. The Chung 
is ſtyled the Mountain of Holineſs, Jer. 31,21," 
and vaſtly differs from the Kingdoms- of t& 
World, that are called Aowntains of Pra, 
Pal. 76- 4. That Society that is ſet forthy 
the Kingdom of Heaven, Mat. 25. 1. and 
indeed the Suburbs of Heaven, ſhould nah 
clogged with fooliſh Virgins, and: be: defied "=" 
with the Workers of Iniquity, ar 
Men and Hypocrites are called Dro,Plaliz1g. Kim 
T19. Reprobate Silver, Jer. 6. 30. hr N 
Tron, and Lead, Ezek. 22. 18. And what 
ſuch baſe Metal do among the Veſſels of Gal F 
and Silver ? 2 Tim. 2: 20.: Should not Chil 
Floor be cleanſed from Chaff ? Mat. 3. 11H. 
Should not bad Fiſh be pluck*'d out of 4 


Net, and caſt away ? Mar. 13. 47, 48. Wa. 


ſhould thoſe do in God's Houſe thatwre ft F, - 
Sons of God, John 8. 35. but are Childra'F;, 
of Satan, John 3. 44- and Servants of Sin! 
Fohn 8. 34. What ſhould they do = 


—_— TY 
T te Goeſts ac the Feaſt, that have neither Ap- 
paites, nor Wedding-Garments, Mar. 22. 10, 
it, Can carnal Creatures partake of fpiri- 
nal Blefings? Men are born Fleſh, Fohs. 3. 6. 
ad fpiritual Bleflings are to be enjoyed 
wheavenly Places, Ephel. 1. 3. Can Exrthly 
Men and Women inherit a Heavenly Coun- 
oy, Hebr-1 1. 16. they whoſe Thoughts and 
Hers dwell on Earth, Luk. 21. 35. they 
ht pant after the Duſt of the Earth, Ames 2, 
5. they that mind Earthly Things only,P64l. 4. 
1v. that ſeek nothing higher, than what they 
full cat, what they ſhall drink, wherewithal 
fall be cloathed ? Mar. 6. 31, 32. Can 
Ive in the pure and fine Air of ſpiritual 
Comſarts, Delights, and Enjoyments ? Can 
&adCyeatures converſe with the living God ? 
Can theſe that wear fordid- and filthy Gar- 
mens preſent themſelves with acceptance 
acre 8 (God that is of purer Eyes than to 
bald Iniquity 2 Hab. 1. 13. An Hypocrite 
hall apt come before him, Fob. x3. 16. The 
ooh {hall not ftand in his ſight : Evil ſhall 
* dwell with him. God hates all the 
Workers of Tniquity, Pſal- 5. 4, 5- What 
wud profane Ones do in the Mountain of 
wounels ? Fer. 31. 23. What ſhould the Un- 
Bnteous do in the Habitation of Juſtice ? 
; corrupt and ſtinking Creatures 
dn the Mountain of Myrrb, and in the 
W of Frankincenſe ? Cant. 4. 6. Such 
ogreen'd Members muſt be. cut off from 
the 
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(16 "_— 
the Body : Such Spots muſt be walhedinal. 
out of the Face of the Church. =_ , &r 

But more particularly, I ſhall addrefs ba 
ſelf to conſider the Words in the Tex: #L# 
Angels ſhall gather out of Chriſs King 
things that offend, and them that work ini 
T. The Angels ſhall gather out mlyr 7: cul 
that is, all the Scaridals, all the Stun 
blocks, all chat offend others, and of 
cheir entring into the Kingdom of Ch 
It is fad to be in the Church only a 
bling: blocks to diſgrace the Faith, to rept 
the Dodrine of Chriſt, to ſtop or coolak 
in the way everlaſting, to turn chem a 
the Paths of Holineſ and to hurry" 4; 
headlong to deſtrution. How do tha ae 
Examples of ſome influence, and lea wy 
thers! one Man's wicked Life and Jay There 
infes another's : If ſome NeighbawY ;;,.; 
Drunkards, are Swearers, are Whorem ; 
are Lyars, are Sabbath-breakers , 
Prayer in their Families, do not Wal agg! 
their Children, or reſtrain cheir San 099+ « 
from Wickedneſles ; if they are Moda 0c: 
Religion,” Scoffers ar Godlineſs, and 
of Good Men that will not . run wile ; 
fo the [ame exceſs of Riot ; 1 Pet. 

Theſe evil Precedents do eafily and 
prevail on others. It was grown 04 
verb in Irael, Ezek. 16. 44. 4s is 
ſo is her Daughter : So | may ſay, 5 
Father, fo are his Children; as 5 


{ 


4 (17) 
Il wy, ore his Seryarits 3; as'is the Neighboury 
*| Gare his Companions, and thofe that con-= 
a with - him Ext. 20. 18, 21. God: 
I Gat co the. Children, Walk ye nor in the fas 
BL tte of your Farhers, neither obſerve their Fudg- 
s was : Yet they walked. not in God's Stas 
Wy ahes, nor obſerv'd his Judgments, bur per- 
fd in a conformity to the evit-Practices of 
their Parerits, that were ſo powerful, that 
i had the- force of Statutes, Judgments, 
uy ad binding Laws. How hard, how rare is 
us 20 caſt off,, or -defiſt from a vain Conver» 
= fn, delivered by Tradition from Fore- 
uS {ters and Neighbours, 1 Per. 1. 18. \How 
ST pernicious, fatal, and deftruQtive; are ſuch- 
q ! For Tt. Such do: teach others the 
os way of Sin and Wickednefs. : Fer. 2. 33. 
Therefore baſt thou alſo taught the wicked' ones 
way 


_ 


, When Chriſtians oughe to -reach 
ors, Plal. 5 1: 13. by their Dodtrines 
ples;. Gods way: for their Converſion, 
Tf adSvation, they teach wicked Ones their 
099" corrupt : ways for their deſtruction. 
=. ach do juſtifie the Wicked of the World 
Vl all their lewd Practices : Ezek.16. 51. Thou 
SF jufified rby ſiſters in all thme abomination, 
Woe than bafF dont': 46, 43. Samaria Was 
| vilter, and Sodoww, and theſe Siſters, Fe- 
0 ue had juſtified by her Abominations 'O 
«thoſe that prerend to be Chriſt's Subjedts, 
Amaud juſtie his open arid profeſs'd Enemies, 
= approve the. Heathen World-in all theic 
6 CG Drunken- 
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( 18.) 
Drunkennefs, Lyings, Injuſtice,' and Ad 
teries! - 3. Such do comfort Sinners'in they 
ungodly PraQices : Ezek. 164 94 Thit thy 
mayeſt bear thine on ſhame, and mayeſt be i 
founded. in all that thou baft done, in tt 
thou art a comfort trothem. If fo be: tub 
that are not of the Church, but Str and 
Enemies to it, do ſee” Chriſtians roul inR. 
thineſs,. and drink in Iniquity like Wag: 
How will they be encouraged to, andcomſ# 
ted in their ſinful PraRtiſes ? Such will oa 
clude there is no danger in their way, i 
judgment towards their Perſons , but tht 
they may ſin without fear of puniſhment, & 
dread of vengeance. 

4. How great a Scandal is it, when thi 
that profeſs themſelves the People of 
and pretend to be of the Church, ſhalle 
goe, and outſtrip Heathens in their Wicks 
nels ! Fer. 5. 28. They overpaſs the deli f 
the wicked ; that is, of wy wicked Heathet 
Exek. g. 6. She hath change | ri 
rf more than the pv ns jy | 
more than the Countries that are round about '* ix 
Ezck. 16. 48. God confirms this truth with they G 
Oath, As I live, ſaith the Lord God, Soul "g 
thy fiſker bath not done, ſhe nor her daugh Saborg 
as thou haſt done : Ezek. 16, 51. Neither of 
Samaria committed balf of thy fins. Ch 
horrible a Scandal is this, when the He bp 
are aſhamed of, and: refle&t on ghe C 
thoſe char call chemſelves of che Citi 
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(19) 
Eck, 16. 27. The daughters of the Philift ines 
ar aſhamed. of thy Jewd way. I have heard 
fom one that lived at Smyrna, That the 
Twks will laugh, and make Tricks at the 
Grecian Chriſtians there , when they are 
drunk. Theſe blind Mahometans do diſlike 
and are aſhamed of Drunkenneſs. 

5. Such Scandals, or ſcandalous Perſons, 
cauſe the Name of God to be profaned and 
baſphemed —_ the Heathen : Exzek. 36. 
20, When they entred in to the Heathen whither 
they went, hy ofaned my holy name, when 
they ſaid ro them, Theſe are the people of the 
| Lord, and are gone forth out of bis land ;, that 
they committed ſuch Wickedneſſes, and 
were for this caſt out of their Land. This 
cauſed the Heathen to think baſely of God, 
that he was like them, and did approve of 
n_- — or ou he _= wet, 
{4 20d could not preſerve his pretended People 

n their own Lands but the Heathen pre- 
of Vailed againſt them, and led them captive : 
Rom, 2. 23, 24. Thou that makeſt thy boaſt of 

þ be law, through breaking the law diſhonoureſt 
<gf 19 God? For the name of God is blaſphemed 
ol 2g the Gentiles through you, as it is written. 
; Sakran tells us how much the Vandals re- 
yh fected on Chriſt's beholding the wicked Life 
of Chriſtians ;. $; Chriffus Santa docuiſſet , 
Cirifioni Sane wixiſſent : That Father ſaith, 
gh The Chrifians were Drunkards, Whore- 
wdfmalters, Unjuſt ; when the- Fandals were . 

; C 3 Temperate, 
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| Temperate, Chaſt,” and more Juſt in ther 


Dealings. It is ordinary, if you queſtion x 
Turk in his Dealings, W hether what he ſaith 
the price or valueof Goods be true, tobred 
out into. a Reproach of Chriſtianity thu 
Doft thou think 1 am a Chriſtian, and that Þ wil 
lye and couzen in my dealings Þ How 'mud 
were the Idiaus inthe Wef-bdies prejudice 
againſt Chriftjanity, by the barbatous ad 
cruel dealings of the Spaniards with then! 
An Indian asked a Spaniard, Whither the 5 
niards did go after Death ? and the Spamai 
anſwering that they went to Heaven : te 
poor 1z4ian Heathen replied, He would m 

o to Heaven, to meet ſuch a cruet a 

loody People there ; but would ratherp 


— 


to Hell, where his Anceſtors and Fats 
were. Yea, theſe poor Heathen 
juſtified themſelves, and faid, Fheir Gd 
were better than the Spamard's God: fi 
the I»dians worſhipped Gods :of Gold at 
Silver ; when the Spaniards worſhipped tm 
Sticks acroſs ; that is, they adored a woods 
Croſs: 

6. Theſe Scandals do foment Atheilm, © 
creaſe and ſpread it-in the World : uh 
their teaching pernicious, and Heretica 
Arines, contrary tothe Truthof Cheriſh, 8 
fo divide Chriſtians, crumble them into 
te Parties, and Factions, cauſe them 
claſh and interfere one with anocher, OF 
poſe, decry, contradict, judge, and caws 
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(21) 
wh other. Grotins takes in this as part of 
te ſence of the Words, That there . 
aeScandalsihDotrine;aswelldsin 5 Locum; 
Manners. The Apoſtle Pani fpeaks | 
of chgy tas Aeecs Thy Haz lÞ ,, Row. 16. x. 
fad als other than the Doerines he and o- 
thats had preact'd 2: Mere: 18, 7, Chriſt 
fith, It miſt needs be that ogy nna Offerices 
cotne: Which Paul exprefles thus, x Cort 1. 
19. For rheve muſt be alſo Hereſies among you. 
Gritivi' doth paralel theſe rwo Texts, arid 
thinks they incend the ſame thing. Certain 
vartery of Opinions, rotten and corrupt 
tines, do much contribute and conduct 
to Atheiſm. How many reſolve ainyito ſtick 
to Morality , and juſt Dealing \with Men, 
accoutting that all Religion is but a Fable, 
or Fition, becauſe Men have ſuch contraty 
Notions, fuch contradiftory Sentiments a- 
bout it. - 2. Scandalsin Action: A lewd and 
wicked Life doth exceedingly advance Ache- 
in. 1 have heard of a Woman that fell off 
from alt Religion , ant turned a profeſy'd 
Atheiſt ; and when the Miniſter of her Pa- 
fiſh went co diſconrſe with her, and rebuke 
and reprove her for her Atheiſm, fhe fmartly 
replied, That he was the cauſe of it z when 
ſho heard what he preached in the- Pulpit, 
and obſery'd how contrary ho practiſed one 
of it, what a looſe and wicked Life he ted, 
ſhe was tempred to conclude that all Rel 
£01 was but a Cheat, a meer politick Gon- 
C 3 trivance 3 


( 22) 
trivance; for if he himſelf believed why 
he ſpake in the Pulpit to be true, he wou 
never lead ſuch a ſcandalous and bad Life &@ 
of it, he would reſtrain himfelf from rig 
and order his Converſation aright. ' Hoy 
many would incline to Atheiſm, and thi 
the Chriſtian Do&rine but a Fable, #i 
beonght forth no better Fruits in the Ling 
of others, than theſe ? And that Heayy 
were but a Fiction, if none were more & 
ted and prepared for it than theſe carnal a 
profane Chriſtians are? How righteous al 
Tequifite is it then, that, Perſons that fo 
fend others, diſhonour God, and repro 
Chriſtianity, ſhould be gathered our of 
Kingdom of Chriſt. 

2dly. Thoſe that work wmiquity ſhall |: 
pluck'd out, and for ever ſeparated from 
Kingdom of Chriſt. Firſt there are fon 
that pretend to be Membars of the Churd 
that do work iniquity. 2. T ſhall ſhew wis 
2a heinous Evil, what a crying Provocationits 
to work iniquity in the Church ; that is, tl 
viſible Kingdom of -God and Chriſt. 

T7. There are ſome that are got intott 
Viſible Church, and are cal'd God's P 
that yet work Iniquity. 1. They early 
gin this Employment, ph 3. 9: Thos 
wp early, and corrypted all their avimgs. 
croſs and contrary are Men to God? | 
did riſe up early, and ſend his Prophes'® 
inſtiud them in their Duty, to difſuadeth 


for 


\ 


OE ESRERSO9SEMSEISTYUSS 82+ 


have 


SE _EELLAL SMS ESTSISSTIPFRSTTTYSTZET + ESSTTY:x 


— 


(23) 


fromSin,and toexhort them toRighteouſneſs ; 
the Prophets came early in the Morning to 
teach the Jews in the = yet all was 
in vain ; n» Damms would ſtop, no Banks 
would bound-in the Torrent of cheir Sins : 
The Imaginations of Man's Heart are evil 
from his Youth, or Childhood, Fer. 3. 25. 
We and our fathers have ſinned againſt the Lord © 
aur God, from our youth unto this day : Jer. 22.21. 
This hath been thy manner from thy youth, that 
that thou obeyedſ# not my woice. 2. They do 
this work diligently, Mich. 7. 3. They do 
evil with both hands earneſtly, Fer. g. x. 
They weary themſelves to commit Iniquity : 
They drink in iniquity like water, Job 15. 16. 
Like as a thirſty Man drinks in Water, and 
can hardly fatisfie himſelf,they draw iniqui 
to them with cords of waniry, that is, with 
finful, corrupt, unbelieving Reaſons and Sug- 
peſtions : thoſe indeed are falſe and very 
weak, and therefore may well be called 
Cords of Vanity ; yet on wicked Men they 
have the force of a ſtrong Cart-rope, Ja. x. 
18, 19. They think God will not draw near 
to them in Judgment, or ſhew his work of 
Vengeance and Severity on them. 3. They 
only follow this work and no other: A cor- 
rupt Tree can bring forth no other but cor- 
rape Fruit, Mar. 7. 17, 18. An unclean 
Fountain, night and day vents no other but 
polluted Streams, Fer. 6. 17. Satan's Mint 
s flil} going in the Soul. An evil Man 
C 4 brings 


(24 ) 
brings forth: evzl things out of. the ey 
{ure of his heart, Mar. 12. 35. God 

the Jews by Feremiah, That that they | 

done nothing of all that God comma 

them 3 That the Children of Fudah bel 
only done evil before the Lord ; That & 
Children of 1/ae] had only provoked himy 
anger, Fer. 32. 23, 30. 4+ They peri 
continue and go on in this work ; Ezek.2g 

1 ſaid unto her that was old in aduteries, FA 
they 'now commit adulteries with her, aud ſe wi 
them? Yet in wer. 44- it is faid, She ow 
tinued in her whoredom, and did not gie 
off, Can the Ethiopian change bis hin, a th 
Leopard bis ſpots ? then may they that art 
cuftomed to do evil, learn to do well, Jer. 13. 
The- Hearts of Sinners are bent to backſlids, 


Hoſ. 11. 7- They have loved Strang, 


and after them they, will go, Fer. 2,1 
They are of their Father the Devil, and bs 
laſts they will do, Foh. 8. 44, Thistheya 
fixed in, this they are reſolved on ; and the 
it be the Duty of Men to receive the Lay 
from God's Mouth, Fob 22. 22, yet .f 
declare they. will doe whatſoever proceeg 
out of their own mouth, Fer. 44. 17. .andk 
they oppoſe their own mouth to the moul 
of God, F. They rejoyce to doe Bk 
Fer. 11. 17. When thou doſt evil, then thou th 
Jozeeft. ns chuſe their own ways, 
their - Soul delights in their Abominatio 
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the day-time, 2 Per. 2,13, Thas deceived 
Gnners imagin and conceit a Heaven in that 
| which indeed fies them forHell,and prepareth 
tem for eyerlaſting Torments. The day is 
coming, when they that ſhall review all their 
{nſual Delights, and draw their greateſt 
barernels out of that which hath been moſt 
{weet - to them 5 Oh, how terrible will it 
be, [to draw a Real Hell of Miſery ont of 
their Imaginary and Momentary Heaven of 
Felicity"! Their preſent Pleaſures will be 
aked of Pain, and of eternal Torments, 
2d. 1 ſhall ſhew you what a hainous and 
oking thing it is, to work Iniquity in the 
nedom of Chriſt. For, 1. They that are 
of the Church, they . do profeſs and avow 
| the Lord to be their God, Ho. 8. 2. Iſrael 
ſhall ery unto me, My God, we know thee, Yet 
In wr.3. it is ſaid, Iſrael hath ca#t off the 
thing that is good. And Abolab (faith God) 
| Played rhe barks when ſbe was mine, EzCk.23.5. 
How treacherous are they-that- ſay, God is 
their Father ? Fob. 8. 4.1. He have one Father, 
wes God ;, yet they partake of Satan's cor- = 
rupt Nature, bear: |his Image, and do his 
Luſts: Fob» 8. 44. 7e are of your Father the 
detyl, and the luſts of your Father ye will da. 
How abominable is this, to wear God's Li- 
ay, and yet do Satan's drudgery ? How 
doth God cayleln, and call Heaven and 
Earth'to witneſs againſt 1rae!! I have now 
"iſhed. and brought up Children, yet they have 
rebelled 


(36) 


rebelled againſf me, Iſaiah r. 2. The 
and the Earth, and all the Creature, 
Man, yet he denies Obedience to his Ma 
Thoſe that are in the Church. are-wny 
more Ties and Obligations than oy; 
Amos 3. 2. Yon owly have I known 


came to bis own, and bis own recerved bin» 
John'1: 1x1. Who ſhould welcome oy 

their Hearts, and receive him, ifm 
his own ? Yet Chriſt's own rejeaed hi 
Not only they ſhut the Door againſt ligh 2,.A 
but alfo poured out their Fury on him;#f Low 
cut him off from the Land of the Lim} the 
God complains, P/al. 81. rt. But my 2nd 
would not hearken to my woice : Iſrael i God 
wone of -me. And indeed, would be none} Gd 
his. 2. Thoſe that are in Chriſt's Kayla under 
they are near to God, and in his ſpecia W# mean 
ence; and it is therefore more heinowlff of M; 
fuch to work Iniquity : 1. They are newly rhe, ; 
God, Fer. 13. 2. God bids Feremiab BY Saoife 
him a Linnen-Girdle, and put it on his Log Honat 
and God expounds the meaning of this Win Ch 
wer. 11. For as the girdle cleaveth to the liff Shame 
& men; ſo have I cauſed to cleave unto Marci: 
whole houſe of Iſrael, that they might Wi whori 
we for a people, an4 for a name, and for « yWCreatu 
and for a glory : but they would not bear. % Nch ſþ 
ſpeaks here of [/rae} as his viſible CAR. 16. 
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had by the Covenant that was between God 
| ad them, they were as a Girdle put on 
| | hoand-to him, and were to cleaye to him, 
@| hoth for God's Honour and Glory. As a 
Gide is an Ornament to a Man ; ſo thoſe 
tat are truly God's People are his Glory, 
Jo. 46. 13. 1 will place ſalvation in Zion, for 

my Glory : 2 Cor. 8, 23. The Apoſtle 
Chit 'of the Meſſengers of the Churches, that 
” were the Glory of Chrift ; ſuch Church- - 
| iy 


Members ought to be. Yet thoſe that work 

quity in the Kingdom of Chriſt, are a 
mour, a Diſgrace, a Reproach to Chriit. 

Mah 2A Girdle is put on and worn about the 
n,#f Lons of a Man ; and this is an Honour to 
is} theGirdle ic ſelf, chat it is fo near to a Man, 
"8 2nd is worn as an Ornament by him : So 
i God is the Glory of Men, 1a. 60. x3. Thy 
06G God ſhall be thy Glory. For Men to be brought 
: under a Covenant with God, and by this 
means to be joined to God, this is the Glory 

wil of Men, P/al, go. 5. Gather my Saints toge- 
early her, that have made a Covenant with me by 
108 Saonfice. To be God's Confederates is the 
=g Honour of Men ; but rhoſe rhat work mmiquity 
Win Chriſt's Kigdoms , do turn this Glory into 
mam, This 1s cheir Infamy, To break the 
I Marriage-Covenant , - Hof, 4- 12. to go 4 
? | wboring from under their God $s tO doat on 
, and proſtitute themſelves to Idols ; 

oy Such ſball bear the Reproach ({aith God, Micah 
Wy6. 16.) of my People ; They ſhall be expoſed 
| to 


( 28 ) 
to everlaſting Infamy, for mocking of 
and lying to him, Pſal. 50. 16, 17. Whe bf 
thew to do to take my covenant into thy muul} | 
_— thou hateſ# inſtruftion, and cafitl 
word; behind thee. Though thty weak 
Saints, by reaſon of their profeflionande[ md! 
ligation to be ſuch ; yet, Pal. 50. 16. tw] ji 1 
are called wicked, by reaſon of their hain] ough 
IÞfrx#ion, and caſting God's Words - then 
their Backs. 2. Thoſe that are in'Clt wa 
Kingdom, they are in God's ſpecialPrelexs] {us 
For God dwelleth im Zion, Foel 3-21, Th God 
Name of Spiritual Feruſalers - is Febwl 1g. 
Shammah , The Lord is there, Ezek. 48. of Rack 
And this is a great Aﬀront, to rorel 

to his Face, to ſin under his Eye, -aadilk} a Sh 
ſpecial Preſence, 7a. 65. 3. A Proplethi ny Beal 
woketh me to anger continually to my fate. (lf and 
Temple and Habitation was among thaf are | 
and thereby their Guilt was exceedinff Hou 
heightned and aggravated ;. they did aff fon, 
God, and Aﬀeront him to his Face? 25 G 
as the Gentiles might be ſaid, comparany the 
Iy, to fin behind God's Back, becauk'lf Fow 
ſpecial Prefence was not among them. W' 4; 
Fudah was his ſani{nary, and ]ſracl bis Inf God, 
mion, Pal. 114. 2. And how much Of Upri 
this increaſe Guilt to be Rebelliows, #h Righ 
work iniquity in God's Santuary, and Wi 1he l, 
peculiar Dominion : Zeph. 3. 5. The uf} Land 
8 i= the midſt tbereof. 
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Its a heinous Evil to work iniquity 
the Rule of Righteouſneſs is profef&'d, 
and I I have _ to them 
h things of my Law, but they counted 
CT rene rhings, Hof. 8. 12. The juſt 
Lord brings Judgments z that is, his wiſe 
and holy Laws to gon gray | 
his Laws before Men, Das. 9. 10. 


b 


qd 
where 


they 
ql ought to chooſe them, and ſet them hefore 


ow 
'k 


themſelves, P/al 119; 30. I have choſen the 
way of truth, and thy judgments have I ſet be- 
far we: Yet thoſe that work iniquity turn to 
God their Backs, and not the Face, Fer. 32. 
18. And caſt God's Words behind their 
Backs, P/al. 50. 17. Hide their Eyes from 
it, andare willingly ignorant of it. O what 


wif a Shame and Reproach is this to Men, that 


Beaſts and Birds are better govern'd by Senſe 


| and Inftint, 7. 1. 3, Fer. 8. 7. than Men 


are by Reafon, and a written Law of God ! 
How do Men pervert and abuſe their Rea- 
ſon.and more than Brutifie themſelves ! When 
& God taught them more than the Beaſts of 
the Earth, and made them wiſer than 
Fowls of Heaven, Fob. 15. 11. : 
#bh;"lt greatly burthens and provokes 
, for Men to work miquity 11-4 Land of- 
Uprightnefs, and where others do work 


# Righteouſneſs > a. 26. 10. The Wicked #= 


ihe lend of uprig htneſs will deal unjuſtly : The 

Land of Ces, where the People If God 

@velt, is-called the Land' of Uprightnefs H 
an 


zo } 
and the People of 17ael are called 
Dent. 33. 26. There is none like to the Gd 
Jeſherun. This Name is derived: from 
Fefhar, which ſignifies to be right ; wal 
. this was the People that were taught, a 
| pate Uprigheneſs , and Rightecube 
hoſe that are cruly the People of God, x 
ſaid to have wrought his Judgmen ; 
Now chis augments Guile , when 
ſhall work iniquity in a Land of Upri 
where Righeoulnes is profeſsd and pra 
ſed by many. Theſe, by their Exangh 
ſhew, that the Yoke of Chriſt is not in 
rable, and that Godlineſs is not i 
impracicable :- Theſe, by their Stri 
Holineſs, and Zeal, do condemn the log 
nels, profanenefs, and coldneſs of the wel 
of iniquity : The circumſpe& and exa& Li 
they ſead, ſhould ſtir up and awaken othe 
that behold them, to a ſerious, exaQ, a 


an . 3 
—_ ; 
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werful Religion. The very Examplsdf te 
Lain do teach, and ſhould mightily all} ing 
others. cof 

gthly, Ir is hainous to work iniquity wi Thi 
Men are taught, That Jeſus Chriſt gy nox 
himſelf to redeem Men from all \myw,} Wh 
Titus 2.' 14 and from a vain comverſdil ning 
1 Pet. 1. 18, Theſe Men claſh with, and@} ter 
tradit the great End and Deſign of:Chiilh with 
Death: They fruſtrate the Suffering} | 
Chriſt, and reſolve ſtill to be the Servansd} Mer 


Sin, the Portion and Poſleflion of Sata 4 his 


Lea 
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| (31) | 
& Chriſt's Blood 'were no valuable Price to 
ſ them, or to oblige them ro ceaſe ro 
their own, and to engage them £0 be 
the Lord's Servants and People, as if Chriſt's 
Blood ſhould purchaſe all for them, bur buy q 
cothing of them, nor from them. | 
'"&bh, It is very provoking to work iniquity 
where the Lord uſech many means to 
Men from Iniquity, Ezek. 24-13. 
Bicariſe I have purged thee, and thou waſt net 
thou ſhalt not be purged ay more fron 
thy filtbine/s, till I have ſed my fury to 
thee, Inſtructions 'in R1 | 
for Sins, Afiitions withour, 'argl 
theStrivings of God's Spirit within, when ic 
counſels Dury, warns of Danger that attends 
the practice of Iniquity, are all means to 
Men from their Filthinefs. Bur when 
ſhews Men what is Good, and' debores 
them from Evil ; when he puts them into 
the Furnace, and kindles the refining Fire, 
and yet the Drofſs of Wickedneſs cleaves 
doſe to them, and is not removed from them. 
This renders the workers of miquity more ob- 
noxious to Wrath, and revenging Juſtice. 
When Men will not ſtop and con ham Sin- 
ning, then the Fury of God will reſt upon 
them, and 'they be expoſed to Tormencs 
without end. | 


7h, It mightily provokes God, when 
bear corrupt Fruit, and work iniquity in 


his own Vineyard. God ſers a great _ 


(32) ka if 
and Value on every ſpot and inch fs | 
Vineyard-Ground. S$hall that then 0h 
$2 ang pebereth, Bot. goly: with 
4s. LK with 
generate INES, / er, 24 2h» ” Ir 
F Bear Grapes d ter Cluſky 
that yield Wine z that is, the Poifon of Ds 
ns, and. the crude Venom of Aſps? by 
eſe Grapes fit jor the; Lord of the Via 
yard to eat of ? Is this. meet Wine forks 
to drink 2 Would it not be intolerably by 
for a Child to preſent fuch Wine # 
Earthly Father to poiſon him ? Andisiab 
infinixely worle ior Men to render kd 
Wine to - their Heavenly Father 2 1s tay 
any. thing he doth more abhoe than 
Cluſters, or more deteſt than this Wing.W 
Gad hear always ſuch corrupt and-pemig 
Trees in his Vineyard. \ af 
The UK of this Dodrine is F 
1, For Terrour. 
2. For Examination, 
3. Far Exhortation. 
4. For Caution, 


1» Uſe:is, For Terrour to looſe, ſrand 
lous, and profane Chriſtians ;, they {hall 
ſtill continue in the Kingdom, of 
The timg draws near. when Chriſt;willEnc 
forth bis Angels, and g4tber-them 0: : 
Kingdom: "Ihe Harygſ is. a handy af 
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" eſs Tares ſhall be cut out of God's Field : 
The Net will quickly be drawn to the Shoar j 
dif bad Fiſh be caſt away, God will not 
talue or regard them to all Erernicy, but caſf_ 
them off, and reject them for ever. Conſider, 
and weigh all theſe following Particulars,that 
much Terror to the workers of iniquity. 

1. You ſhall be known t Prov. 10. 9. He 
that perverteth bis ways ſhall be known. Though 
he veil, diſguiſe, endeavour to conceal him- 
kl; yet the day will reveal every Man's 
fate and Work, 1 Cor. 3. 13. Though Hy- 
ferites are as Graves that appear not, Luk. 1 1. 
4their Rotrenneſs and Wickedneſs appears 
not'to Men, yet God knows their Hearts, 
Iake 16. 15. He inſpe&ts their Souls, and 
diſcovers all che Filch and Wickedneſs that 
is there, - How terrible is Light to Malefa- 
ors? 'How bitter and unwelcome 1s it to 
Adulterers, and Thieves ? They deſire, and 
a&& Darkneſs, that they may be conceal'd, 
and a Veil caſt over thxir Wickednefs * 
Fab. 24. 17. The morning 1s to them as the ſhadow 
ON of death: if one know them, they are in the terranrs 
oY of the ſhadow of death; Doth God, the Judge, 
Wy know Men ? And will he bring to lighr all 
the hidden Things of Darknes, ind make 
manifeſt the rery Counſels of the Heart, al! 
theſecrer Principles, carnal Morives. corrupt 
gn that have byafs'd and fway'd Sinners 
a their Attions ? And fhall not- this Light 
Divine Knowledge, this Day of Divine 
" D J udgmenty 
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Judgment, ftrike Horrour into the Hears 
ſecure Sinners! Their inſide is fo bad, tht 
it is a terrible Threatning, that God faith, 
They ſhall be known. They have been called 
by the Worthy, Lovely, Honourable, Glay 
rious Name of Chriſt ; they have been ſtyl: 
Chriſtians : but they have profaned, ſtained 
reproached this Excellent Name ; thereſxr 
they ſhall be diveſted, and ſtripp'd of i; 
all their Veils, Cloaks, Pretences ſhall 
pluck'd off 5, they ſhall be known what thej 
are, and be called by their own Name. The 
Wife of Feroboars did diſguiſe' her ſelf, ad 
feigned her ſelf to be another Perſon; jt 
ſhe did not deceive the Lord : He knewhay 
and informed his blind Prophet Abjab 
her, 1 Kings 14. 2, 5, 6. God was acquai 
with her Deſign ; ſo that when ſhe camew 
the Prophet”s Door, he preſently calls herly: 
her Name,Come in thou Wife of Jeroboam, Wy: 
feigneſt thou thy ſelf to be another ? So God lh and 
know Sinners in all their Diſguiſes, and ws ony 
der all their Veils : He will call them by aa} 27. ( 
proper Names ; he will ſtyle them no mart ſh 
Chriſtians ; but fay, Tou Infidels, you prijeerna 
and ungodly Swearers, Drunkards , Wis Lye 
maſters, Lyars, Oppreſſors, and unjuſt Fe 
appear m my preſence, give your Account 
Ihe and A ter the BuckPiders in He 
you rebellious Creatures, hear your Doom *agitic 
Sentence * You Lying Children, you | 
Apoſtates, receive your Portion from me. . Wa 
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will call yau- Dreſs , and Reprobate Sibved. 
This ſhall be your Infamy and Reproach, 
that all the Creatures are God's Servants, Plalm 
11g. 90, 91. But you have been Rebels and 
Fremics. God's Word hath ryan very ſwiftly 
Earth, Pſal. 147. 15, 18. Alidoyield tot 
wd comply with it ; but you »orkers of mi- 
v9 have ſtopp'd it, reſiſted it,. oppoſed 
t, and rebelled againſt ic. - You have been 
mirey Places and Marſhes, where the Waters 
= of the SanRuary have been ftaid and Rood, 
: ape 11. Though Men call themſelves 
ce Holy City, 1. 48. 2- yet God will 
them Rev 
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FE 


olters, Corrupters, Braſs, Iror, 
Silver , Rebellious and Lying 
Fer. 6. 28. 30. 

-2. This will be their great Shame to be 
known, when it ſhall appear, that all their 


ne 

erlfif Religion hath been but embalming a Car- 
; 4 ale, painting the Cheeks of a dead Man, 
d 


a building a beautiful Tomb of Profeſſion 
my or 2 corrupt aud rotten Heart, Marth. 23. 
th} 27.-O how ignominious -will this be, when 
nit fhdl be manifeſted, char in your beſt Per- 
aqumances you have but compalled God with 
8s, Hol. 11, 12. Epbraim compa{ſſeth me 4a- 
"_ 1K yo 2 With a lying — 
 « GY} ue ces, lying Prayers, lying Praiſes, 
: ing Obedience, Thoſe whoſe " are 
d a - Goes: <F, ag be aſhamed, 
2 119+ 30. "They ſhall be aſhamed of all 
® Profeſſian they have matle z of all the 

D. 2 Works 
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= ( 36') | 
Works they have performed ; of ll & 
Hopes they have entertained ; of all theRs 
lations they have ger 3 Even in tie 
Great Day they ſhall ariſe ' to Shame aol 
everlaſting Contempt, Da." (2. 2. ww | * 
will. Confuſion cover them, when .th& 
Graves ſhall be opened ? wher all Veis | / 
be ar off,” and all the artificial Paint ht 
melt and vaniſh away ? when the Filth, Ne 
kednefs, Deformity of their Souls ſhall x 
pear 2 When Satan's Tmage ſhall be! 
cerned in them, and his Law ſhall he' 
in them, in vain have they endeavourtt 
blind the Eyes of Omniſciency. The 
could not .caft a Miſt before him, or pit 
Fallacy and Cheat on him: Hoſe, 5. $1 
know Ephraim, and Iſrael is not bid froum 
Jer. 13. -27. 1 have ſeen thy adulteries,| 
neighings, and the lewadneſs of thy 
Sinners only blind their own Eyes, that 
may not know what they are, and fee 
ther they are going, but that Satan may 8h, 
them the more tatnely, quietly, and pa ih 
ably unto DeſtruRion. L | 
3. O what an amazing Diſappom'1n” 
will the 2vorkers of iniquity meet with, Fry." 
they ſhall be gathered out of the King 
of Chrift | They will look for Light 
God will turn it into groſs Darknels, 1 
to the Shadow of Death: Fer. 13. 15-W 
dreadful Fruſtration will this be-inſteaws 
Inheritance, among the Sairts'in LW 
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ke 2 Portion. with the Wicked in the Re; 

: of. Darkneſs, and under the horrours 
oY orns Night ! How tormenting will 
this be, to look tor Favour and to meer with 
Fury | to expe Salvation, - and then their 
Fyes ſee their Deſtrution ; and inſtead 

drinking new Wine of Joy, to drink the 
Wine of the, Wrath: of the Almighty, ob. 
21. 20. It was terrible to Ia! , for God, 


ſent of his Diſpleaſure, to ſend Thun- 


andRain in Wheat-Harveſt, i Sam. 7. 17. 
will it not ſtrike more horrour into the 


wrkers of zniguity, when they think to reap 
off of Happineſs, for God to thunder 
i tath and Vengeance on them z andto rain 
ſ-Þ'} Fire and Brimſtone, and an horrible Tem- 
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ahem ; and to allot this to them, as 
es, 


| the Portion of their Cup ? Pſa}. 11. 6. Were 
"4 not the Syrians amazed and terrified, when 
p 1 tar Eyes were opened, and they ſaw them- 
oor in the midſt of Samaria, in the Hands, 
nay *4 'and under the Power of their Enemies 2? 
d pi 2 Kings 16. 20, But will it not more altg- 
24 nh Sinners, to haye their Eyes opened at 
"$4 14, and to ſee themſelves in the midſt of 
in, FF Devils and damned Souls, under the Power 
DSS van, and under the Wrath of God 2? 
© 88 Anners do drouze and Sleep now, but they 
» nu, too lace , lift up their Eyes, as Dives 

6 Hell Luke 16. 23. when it will be 
— Me xe to decline the fatal Blow, to prevent 
v7. » and fly from Deſtruction. O how 


D 3 will 


CY... 
od. eu _ t the Heart ! ſor 
to profeſs that which is direMly wy 
trary © their Ptofeffion, Marth. 5. 23. The 
will I profeſs unto them, I never knew you; h 
part from me ye that work iniquity. | 
profeſs, 7. 58. 2. to work Righte, | 
and to yield Obedience : And this they coup | | 
ted their Glory. But Chriſt will profeſin. | . 1 
them, Te are workers of iniquity : And th 
will be to their Ignominy and Reproa : 
. Chriſt's Profeflion, concerning Men 2 h 
to be credited than what th profef © 
cerning themſelves. Thoſe ſpoken of ta, A 
to 
b 
r7e 


| 


ſeem to be workers of iniquity in 4 moreſÞþ 
rirnal, ſecret, 'and myſterious way : Th 
acted from old and carnal Principles; 6 
ſerved in the oldneſs of the Letter, noritt 
newneſs of the Spirit; they did og! or 
materially Good, bue wich regret and thi 


Rancy, Tot with pleaſure and oy er by 
7. 6. They were adted by bafe if te] 
and felfiſh Ends ; and fo ſerved tor 


and their Lufts, rather than the Lord Jas] ner 
Chriſt. © They failed in the mannerof re &$ 1 
working, and fo” are called workers of #y i 

auity. The Phariſees thought they well#f lng! 
ferved the Laws of God, Luk. 15-299] is 
theſe many Years dv T ſerve thee , neither Wry 

greſſed I at any time thy Commandments. Yap uw G 
how. contrary ta this Boaſting is che Clllt ©e 
and Accuſation of the Prophet Fern fem 
Fer. 32. 23. They have done nothing f 
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thou commandedft them to do. Iſrael doth cry 
unto the Lord, My God, we know thee, Hof. *. . 
2. Yet here Chriſt profeſſes the contrary, 
I never knew you, Lake 13. 27. Chriſt ex- 
prefſech himſelf thus, Depare from me all. ze 
worker; of iniquity. That Phraſe, ll 5e 
workers of iniquity, 15 emphatical ; Chriſt 


will pas the fame Doom on workers of 3ni- 


ty in'the Church , as he doth on thoſe 
Na are out of the Church: He is no Re- 
eter of Perſons ; he hates Iniquity where- 
gerhe finds it. Such as curn ahde into crook- 
WPaths in the' Church, ſhall be led forth with 
tht workers of iniquity : They ſhall be joined 
to them, ranked with them, P/al. 125. F. 
fall be accounted of the ſameBody, ſhal 
recenethe ſame Sentence, and feel the ſame, 
or. rather worſer Puniſhments. '* O how will 
thisvex and perplex, proud Hypocrites ! that 
hae thoughe themſelves, for many Years, to 
t Members of God's Family ; and that they 
be had much acquaintance and long con- 
refs with Chriſt, to hear him to reel then 
& utter Strangers to him, and that he never 

them? O, what a waunding and kil- 
Word will this be to them ? Surely Seran- 


of 875 ſhall not dwell with God, or inherit 
+1 with his Children ; they that have ſerved Sin * 


7 . 
; Yap 1 God's Houſe, Fobs 8. 34, 35. will be diſ- 


_ 


; of 6 Hol. 1. 9. doth alfo threaten, Ho. 9. 3+ They 


corered and caft out. God that ſaith, Ne 
arent my people, and 1 will not be ,your God, 
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ell not dwell in the Lord's land; The Lord 
Land is for the Lord's People : If -thaſe 
were not the Lord*s People ſhould nord 
in the Lord's Land, that was but an | 
Canaan, much Teſs ſhall they dwell in t& 
Lord's Land, that is a Heavenly Copnty 
and Canaan. | oP” 
4bly, They that be gathered out of Chiiff 
Kingdom ſhall be deprived of the beſt Gag 
of True: Happineſs; they ſhalt nor taff 
Chriſt's Supper , they. ſhall. not ſit in 
Throne ; they ſhall not feaſt at his Table, 
his Kingdom, or partake of lys Glory, - 
have no part with Chriſt, Jobs 13.3 
threatned as the worſt and greateſt Ei 
And not to taſt of his Supper, Luk. 14.4% 
On the other hand, To ſce Chriſt's Glon 
'Fobn 17. 24. to fit with him.in his Throw 
gh, 3- 21. to fit with him at his Tak 
and tq gat and drink with him 1n his ki 
dom, Luk. 22. 30. is promiled as the chick 
and beſt Good. But ye workers of mw 
O what will ye do in the Sons and ON 
. Day, and in the day of the Feaſt of the 
Hoſ. 9. 5. Your preſent Pleaſures and Þ 
lights will ceaſe, your Banquet will end 
þe removed, Amos 5. 7. you, will Fall 
And when others feaſt, you will be (lain 
Thirſt, Hof. 2. 3. When others ſhall den 
of the River of God's Pleaſfires, Plal. 363 
yeadriftk abundantly at the Fountain of Lik 
You. will rgar and how, when others 
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25 rejoyce. Job complains, Fob 9. 2F. 


ra 


his Days did flee. awsy, they ſaw no 
Burt workers of imiquity will more 
.. up and dolefull _ complain, That 
.- yp Years do paſs over them, yet in 
as|W all they ſee no Good. 
5thh, hoſe that are gathered oyt of 
Guilf's Kingdom, are without, hope of ever 
mwraing t0 it, or being ler in, and received 
wait tor ever, Luk. 13. 25. When once 
; Maſter of the Houſe is riſen up, and 
ſhut the Door, he will never riſe up 
Win-to open it z then it will be top late to 
knack, or plead for Admiſſion ; the Bride- 
hath done Wooing ; the great Shep- 
Fad will call no more ;. the gracious Phyti- 
canwill practiſe no more ; theLadder which 
joins Heaven and Earth together will be 
drawn u and all Treaties of Pcace will be 
5p þ As when Gad did ſhut the Door 
Ark, Gen. 7, 16., Noah was included 
ad his Family, and all the reſt of the World 
excluded, though they did ay ys 
bicterly, groan never 4 deeply, 
nefer {ſo earneſtly, yer. they coul = we 
mitted, they could not be received ; the 
me. of God's Patience was at an end, and 
the Day of his Wrath and Vengeance Was 
come. "& Chriſt wii] not be entreated, will 
nor relent ; as Sinners hardned their Hearts 
In time, fo Chriſt will harden his Heart to 
Exerniry ; as they had no love for Clviſt, ſo 
' he 
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he hath no Bowels to yearn towards thin, | 


no Boſorm to receive them : Their 
tion'was once hopeful, but now its 
Tate, 1/a. 5. 2. The Hands of 'Chrift* 
once. ſtretched our, Prov. x. 24, to* 
and receive them; but nqw the Ah 
Chrift will be ſtretched out to puniſh 
They did their own and Satan's Willi 
and they muſt now ſuffer God's Will 
nity : They were gnce invited, and mi 
tun'd earneftly to come into his Ki 
but then they fhall be violently thruſt ow; 
I, and everlaſtingly debarr'd from it.” That 
is a vaſt difference between theſe two Exp 
fhrons, Luke 14. 23. Compel them to tome 
and that in Luke 13. 28. And you your (dm 
thruft out. "They that haye wearied the 
rience, and flighted the Grace of God, 
be eternally cut off from ſeeing of him; al 
converſing with him.” "Mercy will ifloe 
Severity, and Patience will end erm 
nate in Fury. \....L8 
6. Thoſe that are gathered out of Chellf 
Kingdom, fhalf behold the Happineks, 
and Glory of the Saints of God, and 
their Teeth for envy and rage, feeing whit 
others enjoy, and they chemichred are depth 
yed "of, Luke 13. 28. There ſhall bY: 0 
and onaſhing of teeth, when ye ſhall ſee Ah 
fans Wer L# Tacob, and all the Prophers' 
the Kingdem of Gall, and 'you your ſelvet't 
ons. This ſhall heighten the Saints Fe 
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& thin, | ye the Miſery and Torments of the Dam- 
r Yainh 66. 24: They. ſhall go forth, and 
the carcaſes of the men that havetranſ- 

Il apainſt me ; for their worm ſhall not die, 

fo their Fire be quenched + thus Eſau, 

adother Reprobates thall erernally ferveFa- 

>| a, and the other Ele&, the miſery of the 
Pamned, ſhall cauſe them more to admire 

tie Mercy extended to them : their weep- 

| ag andhowlings ſhall heighten Saines Songs, 
Prades ant Thankſgivings, P/al. 58, 10. The 
teens ſhall rejoyce when he ſeeth the vengeance ; 
the other hand, this ſhall encreaſe and 
kephten' che Miſery of the Werkers of Ii 
qui, that chey ſhall ſee the Feaſt, the Ho- 
your, the Glory of the Saints, that they are 
deprned of, 2 Kings, 7. 1, 2. Eliſha prophe- 
feth of a ſudden plenty the very next day in 
Sameris, where they had been under a ng 
ad grievous Famine : A Lord in Semaris 
dd not believe it, the Prophet tells him, 
ther yet he ſhould ſee it, but ſhould not eat thereof * 
$0 now will not believe what Reſt, 
what Honour , what a Feaſt Saints ſhall 
joy, when they /it down with Abrahans, 
Jae, and Facob, in the Kingdom of God, 
Math. 8. 1c. but yet they ſha one day fee 
K, but ſhall not ſhare in it, nor partake of it. 
Ohow will.cheir Hearts fret and rage, to ſee 
thole that they have ſo much deſpiſed, ha- 
ted, and abhorred , to fit in- the Throne, 
When they ſhall be made Foorſtools ; to en- 
joy 
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joy the greateſt Plenty, when chey July | 


- 
«© 
wn 


under -eternal Penury , - and want of 
Good 


7. This may .affright and terrific the Wil, 
ers of Iniquity, that they, as vile and wary 
leſs Creatures jhall be caſt away, Matth, 1z, 
48: the bad Fyh 1hall be caſt,away % th 
that God hath. no eſteem of, Love ta, a 
Delighr in ; they have caſt away the Lawd 
the Lord, Ja. 5. 24. and now they. they 
ſelves ſhall be caſt away ; they would nn 
put away che Luſts of their Hearts, the Er 
of their Doings; and now thereiore thy 
muſt be put away as Droſs, Pſa/. 119, 41g 
Thou putte5t away all the wicked of the Eat 
as: Dro(s : But this is not all ; the, Tares ll 
be caſt into a Furnace of unquenchable Fin, 
Macth. 13. 12. It is honourable to be Tres 
for Fruit, but it is diſgracefull and, reproach 
ful to be Trees for Fuel; Hay ſerves 
Food to Cattel, but Tares do ſerve only v 
heat the Oven, and to burn in the Furnac, 


O how dreadful is this for to be caft into: þ 


Furnace heated. by the Anger and Fury 
God? Can we imagine how terrible.ta 
Fire is, which is kindled by incenſed Juſtic, 
and blown up by the Breath of an angy 
God? a Fire that will indeed devour all 
is pleaſant, and coniume all that is ſweet as 
tefull in Life, yer leave {till a Beingo 
Ft Miſery, and endure Eternal Torment 
We ſhould be amazed to ſee a Wiſp oy 
a 
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:Rtindle of Tares to hold out one day, and 
*» be conſumed ; but this is a great Miracle 


2 | of the Power of God, to uphold and pre-: 


brve Sinners to be an eternal Mark for God 
to ſhoot at, an eternal Footſtool for him to. 
mad on: Eternal Veſſels for him to drop 
kis Wrath, and pour out his Fury into : The 
Evil of Sin, doth not conſume, is not expi- 
ad by all the Tormengs of the workers of 
miquity ; and ſo their Miſery cannot abate, 
45 Phiniſhments cannot leſſen , nor the 
Fire go out : they ſuffer from God and hate 
him ; they endure Blows and Wounds from 
kim , and blaſpheme him for them : they 
Rebelled againſt God, they ſuffered Sin and 
San to Rule in them, and now full fore a- 
zanſt cheir Wills, God will Reign over them 
with an out-ſtrerched Arm, and Fury pon- 
redout, Ezek. 20. 33. they would not come 
under Chriſt's Paſtoral Rod, Ez*kt 20. 37. 
but they muſt be forced to fall undzr Chriſt's 
Iron Rod, Pſal. 2 9. their Sin did. grieve 


| God, and God's Sentence, ' and the Execu- 


tion of it will eternally ſting, and vex them. 
Oh, it is dreadful for fa to be preſerved 
in being, for their hurt; to have an immor- 
tal Exilſence, that they may feel an immor- 
tal Puniſhment, Miſery and Torment ! If 
Chriſt that was a green Tree, Luke 23. 31. 
that was full of the vical Sap of Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs, and did continually abound 
In ſpiricual Fruit, had yet fach a Fire of 
| Wrath 


4c 


him, when as Evil Fruns were only banged 
on him by imputation, but did never yon 
or oh him, what mult dry Trees expe tha 
are deſtitute of the Life of God, and didn 
ver bear Fruic to Chriſt, what an eyerlaſk 
Furnace, what an Eternal Fire will bed 
Portion ? Chriſt could paſs che Cup kn 
bim by his drinking of it, Mat.. 26. 42: be 
workers of iniquity ſhall drink of the Cupy 
God's Fury, yet it ſhall never paſs from 
but ſtay at their Lips, and be ſuck'd 
ſoak into their Souls. 


_ 2. Uſe. I would now put you on the Sea 
Trial,* and Examination of , your, ſelvs; 
Are ybu truly Members ot, ſincere 
jets in this Kingdom of God ? Are youkd| 
as ſhall ſtay in the Kingdom of God , a 
fuch as ſhall be gathered out of ir ? Theres 
a great deal of difference between treading 
in God's Courts, 1/aiah 1. 12. and growing 
in God's Houſe, or being planted and flay 
riſhing in God's Courts, Pſal. 92. 13. thak 
that only tread in God's Courts, may' uf 
Ray in his gn or 8. 35. but may bed» 
ven out of it. Ho/. 9. 15. 1 will drive then 
out 'of wy houſe ; I will love them no mo; 
but thoſe that are planted by God, and at 
green Olive-Trees in the Houſe .of Go 
they ſhall never wither, or be rooted 


Pal. 52, 8. they truſt in the mercy of Gol 
ev 


Wrath burning againſt him, and kindled ay ww 


Jr 
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aw ind ext, and mercy: will follow then 
4 cheir days, P/al. 23. 6. and mercy will be 
kale up for ever, Pal. 89. 2. It is worth 
ho while to enquire what we are, and 


idns | whoſe we are, that we may not flatter and 


deceive our own Souls. In a Family there 
xe Sons and Servants Fobn 4. 35. in a Great 


| | Houſe there are Veſſels of Gold and Silver, 
t | and Veſſels of Wood and Earth : in great 


Cities,: as. in Rowe of old, they did- diftin- 
zſh che Inhabitants into two forts, the Ad- 
we; or Strangers 3 the Cives, or Citizens 
that were born and bred there. . O conſider, 
Ar 1s itular or Real : CI Tranſient 
or-Abiding Subjects in Chriſt's Kingdom ? 
Are ye reſcued and delivered from the ad- 
vere Prince, and contrary Kingdom ? Men 
are born under the Law of Sin, Rom. 8. 2. 
and under the power of Satan, A#s 26. 18. 
the God of this World is their Father, Fobn 
$44. the Prince of this World is their King. 
O therefore ask this ſerious Queſtion, [s 
te Prince of the World caft out. of your 
Hearts 2 Joby 12. 31. now ſhall the Prince of 
tbe" World, be caſt owt : And are you pluckt 
aut of his Paw , reſcued out of his. King- 
dom, ? Col. 1. 13. Who hath delivered us from 
m_ of darkneſs, %s wpjdoun ;; the Father 
by a ſtrong hand, by a mighty arm 
plckt, and ſnatched his Redeemed from 
the Power of Darkneſs: Ignorance and Sir 
xe Darkneſſes, and Satan is the Power and 
- Prince 
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Prince of Darkneſs ; he rules Men by they | +: 
Ignorance and Lufſts ; and therefore-hes| « 
ſhiled the ruler of the darkneſs of thi win | un 
Epheſ: 6. 12. Ignorance and Sin havgy | wi 
ſtrange Power. over Souls, as if they was | lon 
rightful and lawful Powers, and to 
Kingdom is grounded and built on thew; | nev 
Sinners know not what they do, whithly | the 

an: 

calk 


they 89, whom they ſerve ; and hencej 
they do fo readily and willingly yield tha 
ſelves to obey the Command; of theſe Bh 
mies, that hoodwink them, and hurry thay 
onto Deſtruction : Are your Eyes openg 

Are Satan's Snares and Sin's Bonds broke ji 
don 


Are you turned from darzneſs to light; 
the” power of Satan to God, Acts 26. 18.. 
you made 'free from the law of. ſin and 
Rom. 8. 2. darkneſs did chain the Egypt 
itt their Places, that they did not 
or go about, Exod; ro. 22, 23: but wher 
Light returned, then they were er at Lit 
to walk about, and work : ſo have you kad 
the Truth of Chriſt, and been made freewy dan, 
it, Fobn $. 32. Is the Veil of Ignonugigae 
drawn off from your Minds ?, And ars What 
Chains of Luft fallen off from your W 
A Veil is a Reſtraint and Bondage ont 
Eye. Thoſe that do not ſee the Evilot al 
will not fly from it ; they that behold ip 
the Excellency of the Kingdom of God 

not prels into its E 
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. Are you tranſlated into the Kingdotti 
« Chriſt ? Col. 1. x4, We are born in $4- 
an's Kingdom as our Country and Natural 
| il; but by Grace we ate led forth as a Cos 
lany into the Kingdom of Chrift, which is, 
to'a natural Man, a ſtrange Land, and 4 
new Soil. But how are Men tranſlated into 
the-Kingdom of Chriſt ? ſarely it is by effe- 
Anal Calling, and Regeneration. We are 
alled as rational Creatures, and we are re- 
ated, as corrupt and impotent Creatures. 
s aid to callus to his Kindom and Glo- 
ry;4 Theſ, 2, 12. Except.a Man be born a- 
it; he cannot ſee, he cannot enter irito 
4 om of God, Fobn 3. 3. 5. He can- 
8. i» | notes, orunderitand that there is fucha King- 
G&m;orbe willing to enter into it, or be fitted 
wenjoythe Benefirs and Bleſſings of it : As 
molgh Children muſt be born to be che Subjeds of 
ere my Kings ſo Men muſt be re-born te 
iba the Subjects of the Heavenly King, This 
nom »brthe Honour and Glory of Chriſt's King- 
_ 4m, 'that none can paſs into it, bur by Re- 
ongmeraion : Thofe that are the genuine, 
2 What true Citizens of Zion, and Members of 
a*Church, are ſaid to be born there, P/. 87. 
whe/6. Thoſe thar God writes up as Citizens 
Wor Zion, are ſuch as are born there. © God's 
\egiſter, and the Church's Roll, or Cata« 
do many times much differ. The 
Arch owns thoſe for her Chitdren, that 
99 doth nor acknowledge for his Sons and 
Mehters : The Church takes in thoſe that 
E God 
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God will turn out : God will repute none | 
his Jewels, call none his own, but they tha 
are born again of his Word and Spiri 
Mal.'3. 17. 1 Pet. 1. 23. Fohbn 2. 6. And 
indeed, How can Men polibly be: Subjeds 
in'God's Kingdom, except they have fpir 
cual Minds, converted Wills, heavenly Aſs 
Qions ? A vain Mind, a carnal Heart wil 
only flatter and lye to Chriſt, Marth. 4.2 
Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand, 
Men cannot be Subjects in, or Heirs of th 
Kingdom of God, without Faith and Rs 
pentance. The good Seed are-the Childr 
of the Kingdom, Matth. 13. 35. Thoſketia 
receive the Word, are tten by the Way 
of Truth, Febn 1. 18. that have it root 
in their Souls, ſpreading and prevailing n 
their Hearts, theſe are good Seed : Jes 
Chriſt doth not only ſow Do&rinal Tratls 
but living Chriſtians : He begets Sons at 
Daughters to God ; by the Woyd they 
changed by, and born of the Word, andb 
are called Seed. That Word is ſtyled 
Good Word, Heb. 6. 5. and they that # 
born of it, are therefore called Good | rails 
Divine Chry/oftom, a Grecian Orator, in 

of his Orations, derides the Folly of &} - 34 
Grecians, that did call that ohe Man's Stat] of 
which was carved to reſemble, and ſeep} Near 
to the Honour of another. There was #f Ure 
new carving of, or alteration in the Salh}*che, 
but only the Ticle of it was changed. amfimn, 
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do Meh fo eaſily paſs our of the Kingdom 
of Satan, into the Kingdom of Chriſt, - on- 
ly by the changing of a Name? No, thers 
" be another kind. of Alteration : There 
muſt, not only. be a new Name, but a new 
Heart, a new Nature, Exzek. 36. 26. 2 Pet. 
1:4 O deſcend into your Hearts! What 
Expertence have you of the Work of the 
$prit, in dethronihg Satan, and inthroning 
Chriſt in your Hearrs ; deſtroying the King- 
dom of Sin, and exalting the Kingdom of 
God, Conſult your own Souls abour this : 
Can you be totally ignorant of it, it ſuch #4 
clange hach been made in you ? Doth not 
may one take nqtice of publick Revolu- 
tow in. Government, if one Prince dye, 
ix bedepoſed, and another ſacceed, and be 
kr up tm his Place ? And hath there been fo 
great aſpiritual Revolution in thy Soul, hath 
datan been caſt our, and hath Chriſt entred 
tdwell and rule in thy Heart, and haſt thor 
mknowledge of it ? Haſt thon no experi- 
axe of a new light ſer up in thy Mind? a 
new Byafs put upon thy Will? new Motions 
raiked un thy Afﬀe&tions towards fpiritual and - 
ral Objes ? 

Jy, Arethe Laws of this Holy King, and 
of ehis Heavenly Kingdom writ in thy 
? according to that promiſe of the new 
Urenane, Fer. 31. 33. I will write my laws 
arts, and put them mito thetr inner 
lory of Chrift, that he 
E z Writ*s 
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writes his Laws in the Table of the Mind | 
and Will, 2 Cor. 3. 3. His Subjeds not-only 
know, but love and ask his Laws.” Their 
Obedience to them is not forced or ſeigned; 
but they obey from the Heart, Rom. 6. 17. 
They delight tm the I.aw of God according 
to the inward Man, Roz. 7. 22. God's 
jeas are thus deſcribed, That the Law 
God is in their Hearts. Ir is not an urging 
Letter without, but a vital Principle wit 
in :Pſal.37. 31. The law of hjs God is in bis bean: 
and [/a. 51. 7. Hearken unto me, ye that lmy 
righteouſneſs, the People in hee heart is myley 
Chriſt plants fuch Diſpolicions, ſuch Indins 
tions as are ſuitable and agreeable to thely 
of God, and may be ſtyled a counter px 
of it, and do anſwer to it : Pſal. 119.1 
T hawe enclined my heart to perform thy Stats 
ahvays, even to the end. This is a wnitay 
that doth exat andennoble the Table, tl 
is, the Subjed of it: And this is an I 
A& of Grace, when God doth not 
write his Laws to us, but in us. Do ofa 
rove, allow, delight in the Laws ; 
Þo your Souls break for the Longing Spir 
have to, and after them ? that they might} | | 
more revealed to you, and impreſſed on) Spir 
P/al. 1 19. 20. T 
4thly, Are you led by the Spirit of #| |, 
King? Rom. 8. 9, 14. If any man bat} », 
the Spirit of Chrift, he is nowe of bis þ 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, aretht 


 — 
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ind | of God. This is a wonderful and a great 
aly | Myſtery, that the Spirit of the King is in 
ie his Subjes, and they all make but one my- 
&d; | flical Body ; and the Spirit is as the Soul that 
| animates this Body: Were ever King and 
ing Subjects ſo nearly linked, united, related to 
W- | exch other > Chriſt is not only a policick 
"| Head that give Laws, but as a natural Head 
BE | that giveth Life. The Spiric that influenced 
"| Chr t, as them ; the Spirit that reſides in 
| Chift, dwells alſo in them. The People 
bw | f Chriſt muſt needs therefore be a free and 
+a wiling People. Do not the Members of 
is | the natural Body, - without Regret or Relu- 
: aancy, obey the Dictates of the Head ? 
"WF! How powerful, yet how eaſie and ſweet is 
- Wb! theGorernment of the Head over the Mem- 
"a" bers? Chriſt's] Spirit doth not only teach 
= and dire, but powerfully bend and encline 


the Will to walk, yea to run in the way of 
God's Commandments, P/al. 119. 32. Saints 
| dnot deſire the way to Heaven to be made 
port broader, but their Hearts to be made larger ; 
| have their light and love encreaſed. The 
pr Piritis ſtyled, A Spiric of Revelation, Epheſ. 
ht ', 17. A Spirit of Life, Rom 8. 2. A Free 
Pirit, Pſal. 51. 12. A Spirit that makes us 
"Yo Iree and forward in our Obedience. Wear: 
ww Bas only reſtrained from Sin by an outward 
wy” Prohibition, but we hate it; our Nature is 
mt werſe from it, and abhors it. We are not 
| merly conſtrain'd by an imperious and ur- 
E 3 gence 
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gent Command,enforced with terribleThres, 
nings, but ſweetly and powerfully 
by an inward Diſpoſition and vital Principk, 
Do you love your Heavenly- Maſter, an 
would not go free from him, but be mor 
lubjected to him ? when others do break the 
Yoke of God, and .do burſt his Bonds, Pld 
2. 3. Fer. 5. 5. Do you put your Necks i 
to Chriſt's Yoke ? Match. 1 1. 29. 'and bend 
your ſelves with his Laws. as pleaſant; light 
and ornamental Chains? Ta. 45. 14. Th 
ſhall come after thee in Chains. Kings and No 
bles are wiltingly bound with thele Chain 
Pſal. 149. 8. As the deſire of Trae! was 
Saul, and to have him 'to rule over they 
1 Saw. 9. 20. ſo the Nations did rin q 
Chriſt, 1a. 55. 5. and defire him to rules 
ver them, 1. 11. 1c, The Gentiles are fad 
to ſeek to him : And alſo the converted Jew 
Hoſ. 3. 5. ſhould ſeek to' him, as a Ki 
that he might give Law to them, and 
over them. Chriſt's Kingdom is not forgal 
and obtruded on his People, but voluntanl 
choſen, and freely ſubmitted to. | 
5thly, Examin how are your Hearts al 
Lives ordered : ' 1. How are your Mind, 
Wills, AﬀeRions ordered, 1/a. 9. 9: Jes 
on a ſpiritual Throne to order it : The Sa 
is Chriſt's Throne, and till he fits, and mils 
in it, all is'diforderly. The Thoughts 8 
Vain, the Will rebellious, the Aﬀedtions vik 


and inordigate, as at firſt the way - 
| , whe 
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whelmed and covered all, Gen. x. 2. till Go4 
ſid, Let the waters be gathered into one place, 
Gen: 1. 9. and then dry land appeared z and a 
Pace was prepared for Mens Habitation - 
& while there is nothing but a fpiritual 
Chaos, Self-love, as a Sea, covers all, ſwallows 
wal true Love to God, and Man: Bur 
:when God, by his Grace, doth gather the 
AﬀcRions into their proper Chanels, and 
unto their right Objects: When God bounds, 
banks, and limits them, then dry Land, in a 
ſpiritual ſence, appears for God's Habitation 
in the Soul ; then room and place is made 
forhim. - Are your Hearts directed into the 
Love of God ? 2'Theſ. 8. 5. And ate you 
tapht of God to love your Brethren ? r Thef. 

9. Then Self love is ordered, and is con- 

ed within its due and proper Bounds. 

2, Are your Converſations ordered aright? 
Dogyou fer God's Laws before you , P/alm 
11 30, as the Rule of your Hearts, Words, 
Adtions ? Is it your true and greateſt deſign 
_ God, 1 Theſ. 4. 1. and to be accep- 

with him ? 2 Cor. 5. 9. When Chriſt 
comes into the Soul, he Judges, 1a. 2. 4. he / 
Reproves, 1a. x1.* 3. Jeſus Chriſt cenſures 
what is contrary and diſpleaſing to God : He 
febukes Mens Luſts ; he puts a new Byaſs 
on tein Fe enclines the Soul to a new 
Way and walk, Fer. 3. 17. They ſhall call Fes 
ſalem (that is, the Church ; that is, nh 
al Jeruſalem) the Throne of the Lord, and all 
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the nations ſhall be gathered unto it, to the uow ter 
of the Lord, to Feraſalem ; they ſhall walk | wi 
yore after the Imaginations of their evil bear, 
But they that walk in the lgbt of the Lat | 
Tfa. 2. 5. and i the fear of the Lord, and n | th 
the comfort of his boly Spirit, As 9. 31,6] Fx 
thou doſt ſtil walk in thy own Counſek, ad | the 
in the Luſts of thine own Heart, Plal.c1,| no 
12, and in the common way of the World | to 
Ia.8. 11. and, as other Gentiles do, in tx} Y 
Vanity of thy Mind, Ephe{.4. 17. beſare tha | int 
haſt had no Experience of the Kingdoa | ye! 
of Chriſt come into, and ſer up in ty 10 
Heart; If thy Heart be caſt into a nv 
Mould, Rym. 6. 7. and brought underayy 
Lord and Law, thy Soul muſt needs tea; 
new courſe. As Heaven, and Hell dovilh 
differ, ſo do the narrow and broad way & 
ceedingly differ, that lead to a bleſſed, a 
miſerable Erernity : You reproach and 
race the Kingdom of Chriſt, if 
Ro are not leavened with Faith and Low 
and if your Converſations are not order 
betrer than others. Chriſt's Sheep coar 
and go at the Direfion and Command 
the greatShepherd ; but others, our of Chr 
Kingdom, are as wild Beaſts chat run to al 
fro, move here and there at t:cir ownPles 
ſure ; chey are turned up and down by & 
dicates of a yain Mind, and wicked Wil 
but yer if you are Chriſt's crue Subjects, 
will not be brought under the powe' 
te 
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3. Uſe, Shall the workers of iniquity be ga- 
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tempting Objes without, or reigning Lufts 
within, 1 Cor. 6, 12. 


tered aut of Chriſt's Kingdom, then I would 
Exhort you ſincerely to ſubje& your ſelves to 
the Lord Jeſus Chrilt, as your King. Let 
not your Lips flatter, and your Tongue lye 
to Jelus Chriſt ; bur indeed take Chriſt's 
Yoke, come under his paſtoral Rod, enter 
into his Fold, and into the Bond of the Co- 
renant, Matth. 11. 29, Exzek. 20. 37. Fobn 


Jo, 9. 

"Conſider Jeſus Chriſt is not fond of, 
or ſets a value on, neither is he pleaſed and 
d&lighted with empty Names and Titles : 
Math. 5. 21. It is not every one that ſaith 
Lird, Lord, that ſhall enter into the Kingdom of 
Hizen, Chriſt will not own, approve, 
admit fuch in the Great Day ; a form of 
Godlineſs will yield but a vain Image of 
- Would an earthly King be ſa- 
ſhed, if Rebels did call him their Lord, 
and would receive his Picture into their Ci- 
ty, but did ſhut out his Perſon ? And will 
we King of Glory be appeaſed and- quiered 
with a Picture of Piety, or with a cold and 
dead form of Religion ? We are bid not on- 
ly to give the Hand to the Lord, 2 Chron. 30. 
8, (o.it is in the Original, and fo in 'the 
Margin, with alluſion to thoſe that did make. 
Bargains, and to conclude them, did ſtrike 
or 
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or give their Hands to each other) but w 
are alſo required to give our Hearts 6 
Lord, Prov. 23. 26. The Life of thenawy 
Man is but a vain ſhew of Life, P/al. 39, 6 
* Surely every man walketh in a vain ſhew : And 
will it advantage us to add a vain ſhewe 
Religion to a vain Shew of Life? CanMy 
make up a Summ to enrich them, by muy 
plying Cyphers ? An Hypocrie is ſtyk 
a vain Man, Fame: 2. 20. But wilt thou ln, 
O wain man, that faith without works is dul 
And the formal Prayers of Hypocrites xy 
called Vanity, Job. 35. 12,13. Men cry,but mn 

iveth anſwer. But why are Prayers un 
Fuirleſ and ineffetual ? the next Words 
us the Cauſe : Surely God will not hear van 
neither will the Almighty regard it. Bothth 
tural and inſtituted Worfhip is to be a Wis 
preſs, Matth. 21. 33. and fo to ſqueeze 
draw out the Juice and Quinteflence d 
Grace that is in the Soul, elſe Chrift wil 
not regard Lip-labour, and bodily Service 
The Heart is ChrifPs Houfe and Thrones; 
the Mind and Will are the Tables he wr 
his Laws in, 2 Cor. 3. 3. He requires i 
beſt Room, the Gueſt Chamber: It sa 
Afﬀeont, and an Indigniry to Chriſt, tot 
thruſt into the Stable again, or to be & 
rertained only in an out Room. Willt 
Maſter reward a Servant, that only wears 
Livery, but doth not his Work. 
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ut #; | 2dh, Jeſus will look into the Souls, and 
to te fe through all outſide Shews and Appear. 
aturd | wees, 1/aiab 1 1. 3. Jeſus judgeth not accor- 
29. 6.| ding to the ſight of his eyes, nor reproverh 
; Aud] axcording to the hearing of his ears. Jeſus 
ew of Chrift doth not ſtop, or ſtay on the ſurface 
1Me | od outfide of things, neither doth he re-- 
mul | ceive Intelligence and Information from o- 
ſlyled | hers that may be miſtaken themſelves, and 
bw, | might deceive and abuſe him, but he hath 
al | 3 Window into the Breaſts and Boſfoms of 
s 20 | Sinoers, he ſearcheth-the Hearts, he triech 
tn | the Reins, he weigheth the Spirits of Men , 
tw} bederects inward Poverty , Emptineſs and 
&d | Filth, Matt. 12. 44. he finds it out, if the 
a", | Houſe be empty of Grace, and defticute of 
ths | theSpirit, at beſt but ſwept from grofler Sins 
Vis and Crimes, and garniſhed with Morality, 
eanl} anda Form of Godlineſs ; but rather ic was 
* of (were and garniſhed, and fitted for the re- 
wif tum of the unclean Spirit into it, Marr. 12. 
met 45: Chrift diſcerned the Houſe of the Soul 
one; { tobefwept from all ſpiritual Good, and gar- 
ri | niſbed in Satan's Eye with ungodlineſs and 
| (i $ unnghteouſneſs, © Chriſt will diſcover thoſe 
af that make a fair Show of Religion; that 
obs | hare a Name to live, that yer they are really 
a rad, Rev. 3. 1. he looks through the beau- 
Ma tiful Sepulchre and Tomb , and ſcerh the 
bs | Fith and Rettenneſs of a carnal and dead 
teat underneath. The Jews did account 
| | | that 
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that Men were defiled by touching or wih, 
ing over a Grave; and therefore when 
Grave was ſunk, and did not appexr, fuk} 9 
It. 44- they uſed to go forth in the Day he hide 
fore their Feſtivals, and caſt Lime, or Cut] & 
on them, and fo by whiting the ground, t» lay 
give notice of a Grave, that Perſons mi | 
not come near it, and be polluted by ir. 4 Me 
Learned Man doth think that Jeſus Cit] P'* 
alludes to this Cuſtom , when he calk & 
Hypocritical Scribes and Phariſees pray 
that did not appear ; but he by his Repra 
and Diſcoveries of them, did white thn 
that fo Perſons might know them, bew, 
and take heed of them. There is not 
cloſeſt Hypocrite in the World, but Chi 
can find him our, and white him, [aiab 1, 
Chriſt is of quick «nderi#anding, or of qui 
ſcent and ſmell, (as it is in the Hebrew) 
and about the Fear of rhe Lord, he doth wi 
he doch ſcent Hypocriſie, though it be 
ed and cloaked over with a beautiful Stew 
of Religion and Righteouſneſs. If your 
Hy tes, and think to blind Chrilt'sEg 
with a ſpecious Form of Godlinefs with 
the Power of it, you are guilty of a kindd 
Blaſphemy. If you think chat Chriſt my 
be couzened with your Caſed Pieces, al 
doth nor know your counterfeit and bw 
Money, Rev. 2.9. 1 know the blaſphem) i 
them that (ay they are Jews and are mt, 
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the $ we of Satay. It is no lefs than 
_ Ahemy for thee ſo to think ro put a Falla- 


. 14) cyand Cheat ON Chriſt, who knoweth all the 


tidden things, and will bring to light all the 
deep Counſels of it, 1 Cor. þ 5. he will 
open all the ſecret Luſts, all che corrupt 
2nd baſe Ends that *>fluenced and ſwayed 
Men under a Profefi.un of Religion and the 

pratice of ſome outward Duries. 
zdþ, Men may call Chriſt Lord, and yer 
repeat, and a& over all the Indignities thac 
were offered to Chriſt by the unbelieving 
Jews, that were his Enemies ; they Crow- 
ned Chriſt, but jt was with "Thorns ; they 
put a Scepter into-his hand , but it was a 
Reed; they falucedhim, and ſaid, Hail, King 
of the Fews ;, but all this was but in mockery 
$ and derifion, for they ſmote Chriſt on the 
head, Matt. 27. 29, 30. and are not many 
nominal and outſide Chriſtians guilty of 
the fame things in a Myſtery, their hearing 
fome Sermons now and then, with a wan- 
dingand roving Mind, with a drouſie Ear ; 
weir repeating ſome Forms of Prayer in a 
cold and heartleſs manner, without Under- 
landing, or Faith, without inward Groans, 
ritual Wreſtlings and Importunities; their 
owning ſome Do&ctrinal Points of Religion, 
and practiſing ſome juſt things as to the Mat- 
| fr of them, is the Reed they put into - 
Chriſt's Hand ; ſome outward Acknowledg- 
ments they make af his Lordſhip and Do- 
, minion 
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minjon over Rom. Sag in the menn'gee 
they Crown Chriſt wth Tl by they | | 
Oaths, Curſes and Lies ; they foie = - 
by their Drunkenneſs , their Uncleaans 
their ſcorning at Godlineſs, their Reprogs] 5h 
ing them that will not profane the Los} He 
Day as they do, and will not negle& Gul the 
Worſhip in theic Familics as they do, all wit 
will not run with them to the ſame Exe 
of Riot, drink in Iniquity, and roll in fi 
and Uncleanneſs as they do ; they take 
care to engage their Hearts to Chriſty 
keep them with all diligence, to watch ay 
their Tongues, to order their Converſang 
aright, and ſpend their Timzae well, Av 
Jews were incenſed agaiziſt Chriſt, Jaidy 
24. they pretended he 'did forbid tom 
Toibute to Ceſar, and would juſtle hime 
of his Throne : when as the true Caubd 
their Controyerſie with, and Enmity aganl 
Chrift was, that he would thruſt Satane 
of his Throne, and did forbid Sinners wpy 
Tribute to their Luſts : So Men now arz@ 
raged againſt Chriſt for the ſame Real 
becauſe his Holy Will. croſſes their ay 
wills, his Commands claſh with their 
and he reſtrains them from the. Pleaſurgd 
Sin that are ſo {weet to them, and callthas 
co Puricy and Stritnefs! in Religion, wii 
15 ſo bitter and unpleafing to then, 
Chriſt accept of Honour in Words, 
it is joyned with Reproach in Decds 7 
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n'h zal Friendſhip be'regarded, when accom- 
y hs _ with real Enmity 2 Will Chriſt re. 
Clif] pute choſe his Subjects, that ſerve his Ene- 
mies, and gratifie Satan and their own Lufts 2? 
prog] Shall pretended Obedience bring Men unto 
Lody| Heaven, and real Diſobedience not throw 
t Gail chem to Hell ? Shall a Lye ingratiate Men 
0, a} with God, and true Impiery not render them 
Exef| odious to God 2? 
n Fit} . 7b, Conſider Jeſus Chriſt will-ſee up his 
ake w} Ki in the World, and at laſt Rule 
ilt;v} orer you, whether you will or no : As none 
h ae can hinder the rifing of the Sun, or obſtru& 
fam} te blowing of the Wind ; fo all the oppoſi- 
At} tim, and rage of the World ſhall not hinder 
vey, | the riſing of the Som of Righteouſneſs Mal. 4. 
om 2. 20d of the Glory of the Lord, Ha. 60. 1. 
imo} nor obſtrut the blowing of the Wind of 
ab d} the Spirit, A#s 2. 2. This mighty ruſhing 
alt Wind filled the World with the Doerine of 
any Chrift, as that Wind at Pentecoſt filled the 
py Houſe where the Apoftles of Chriſt were 
af ſting. -Though Kings, and the great Men 
& che World, did join their Counſels, . ane 
mite their Strength and Force to keep down 
Chaiſt's-Kingdom, and to ſuppreſs the be- 
| 0", th it, yet he that face in the Hea- 
did laugh at all their Policy and Power, 
and had all their Actempts and Endeavours in 
Grifon, and did prevail, notwithſtanding 
fy al their Malice, to ſet his King on his Holy 
wt Hil of Zion, Ptal. 2. 4, 556. And Chriſt did 
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rezgn over his Eriemies full fore agairift they 
Wills. They deſigned and endeavoured4g. } 
break Chriſt's Bands in ſunder ; but | 
did break them with his Rod of Iron, 
daſh them to+ pieces as a Potter's V | 
Pſalm 2, 9. The Jews perſecuted Chifh 
Apoſtles -and Servants, and ſent many 
them to Heaven. on this Meſſage and Errany 
to tell Chriſt how the Jews are bent again 
his Kingdom, and would not have Chriſty 
reign over them , Luke 19. 14. yet ſel 
Chriſt did gather, ſubdue, and convert mw 
ny of their Nation to be his Subjets; i 

as for the Body of the People that conting 
in their Unbelief and Diſobedience ; 
Glorious King ſent forth his Armies, thy 
the Romans, and deſtroyed them, andbuns 
up their City, Mat. 22. 7. And at the 
Day, he will ſeverely ſentence and punilf 
the Rebellious : Luke 19.27. As for bet” 
mine enemies that ould not have me to rult nt 
them, bring them before me, and let themh 
ſlain in, my preſence. Though they do nei 
low Chriſt a Throne in their Souls ; f 
Chriſt wilt ere& his Tribunal, and-fit 
Judgment on all that oppoſe and- ſtand 
againſt him. Where Grace doth not re 
Juſtice will reign : If Chriſt doth not's 
demn and execute Sin in us, he will cone 
and execute , us : Either Satan's Works 
Luſts muſe be cruſhed and deſtroyed mm u 
or we muſt be cut off, and periſa for oe 


os 


5 
by 


— 


BSIEEsE=zS TS RP. . 


_ 


OIErRST TS. ES 55 5588-0 


- - 
» So - 
= 


(65) 
| not that Chriſt doth not prune, .Fe will 
{| fell; choſe thathe is not a refining Fire to, he 
& will be a\ conſuming Fire ; if the Old Man 
6 not pierced and wounded by Chriſt's Ar- 
raws, the Souls of Men muſt: be Chriſt's 
| Mark, arid feel the edge and point of his 
ing Sword. -If Chriſt doth not rule to 
ve Men, he. will rule fo deſcro oy them. 
Civil Law meritions ſome Mialefa@ors 
are called *Serwi Pane; ſuch 

; were condemn'd to row at ” . yo om 
of to dig in the Mines ; CNET IE 
b they did not obey the ry _ $44 

ad live honeftly, they were ſub- $2. 8. 

to. hard Service, and did 

Mk So thoſe that are not Subjeas. 
as" a King, ſhall be Servants of 
OS © » they ſhall ſerve the Glory of 
God's yy and Juſtice, in their eternal 


— 


w 
Er and Sufferings. 

af 5th, Conſider the Nature and Aidvincs 
&of the Kingdom of Chriſt. There ars 
t Fruits of - Kingdom of Grace, and 
re are enriching Benefits of the Kirizdom | 
. It was propheſied of Chriſt, as 
That Men ſhould be bleſſed in him 

INations ſhould call hitn Bleſſed. What 
'is this to Jeſus Chriſt,: that Men are 
Ne fed, and ſhall ble theraſelves in this Kin 

th ever they were conquered by the Sword 

© lis Word, chat ever they were brov 
er che Scepter ak Grace: They 
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rejoyce that ever they were bound with the 
Cords of his Doftrine, and Laws, and fb 
jeed to the Yoke of his Government, | 
call their King Bleſſed, that is raifed abore 
the reach and rage of all his Enemies, andis 
now viorious and triumphant over them; 
that reigns ſo righteouſly, ſo peaceably, 
proſperouſly ; that dethrones Sin and Sat 
and inthrones God in the Souls of Me; 
that preſerves his People from ſinking into 
an extremity of Miſery, and exalts'themt 
poſſe an eternal Felicity. They call hin 
Bleſſed, that hath all Power in Heavenad 
Earth given to him, and that hath the Ih 
of Hell and Death, Marth. 28. 18. Rent 
18, that hath ſuch an unbounded Empy 
and fo large, and fuch an extenſive i 
dom ; hath power over all Fleſh, thatk 
might give eternal Life to as many 8 tk 
Father hath given him, John 17. 2. andi 
made Head over all things to the Chur 
Epheſ. 2. 22. that nothing may hinder 
Salvation, or obſtru& the Happineſs, buts 
things may promote the Good and Wells 
of the Church. | 
1/4. Conſider who Jeſus Chriſt is: 
God's Righteous Servant, 7a. 53. 11. amd 
Well-bcloved: Son, Marth. 3. 17. I its 
better to be in the Kingdom of God'sRig® 
ous Servant, than to be under the pow 
a. wicked, hardned, obſtinate Rebel? 1 
not more deſireable to be tranflated into® 
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the | Kingdom of God's dear Son , Col. 1. 13. 
rþ | thanto beat the beck andcommand of God's 
hey þ Þireer Enemy, and implacable Adverſary ? 
ore | Chriſt, the Son of God by nature, grants 
the Privilege of Adoprion to all his Subjeas, 
obn 1. 12. This is fuch-a Mercy, as no 
of an earthly Kingvouchſafes to his Sub- 


nd 's 

em; 

j, ds 

in| © 24y, Jeſus Chriſt -reigns to do Righe to 
9 | God, and to eſtabliſh his Throne in the Souls 
mt} of Men. He was deſigned to raiſe up thoſe 
1kin | that fell off from God, and ſunk into Ruine, 
nad 16. 49. 6. Chriſt is God's Servant to raiſe 
1 up the Tribes of Facob, and to bring back 
| thoſe that were gone aſtray from God, 
j I6.49. 5. and to reſtore ſuch as were alie- 


nated from God, 1a. 49. 6. Chriſt retrieves, 
recorers God's Right ; he eſtabliſhes his own 
4 &f}\" Throne by Juſtice and Judgment, [{aiah y. 7. 
andif} and he is faid to gxecute Juſtice and Judg- 
hk} ment in the Eargh, Fer. 23. 5. Chriſt exe- 
orb} ates Juſtice, im reſtoring and giving back to 
bud} God that which is his own : and he executes 
Veled Judgment in deſtroying Satan's Works and 
Laſts, 1 Fobn 3. 3. in moxrtilying the vile Af. 
le&ions of Sinners. _ This was one-great Be- 
refi of the Jubilee, that the Servant returned 
to tis Family, Levit. 25. 10. He that was a- 
lienated from his Father, and ſerved Stran- 
1 ger, now returned to do his Duty, and ren- 


2 fl d Obedience to his Parents: Even fo jeſus 
108] Criſt reftores Men to God's Family, and 
j \ F 3 grants » 


"4 
woos 


( 68.) 
grants unto them, as a great Fayour and Pri. 
vilege, that they may ferve him without (. 
viſh Fear of Deſtruction, in, Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs all the Days of their Lives, 
Luke 1. 514, 75- Yea Chriſt reſtores the 
Creatures unto God : The Subjects of Chrif 
uſe them purely ; they did not feed and fuel 
their Luſts with them, but receive then 


with thankſgiving, as - their - Father's Goo, 


and Gifts, and uſe them to ſtrengthen/anf 


ſupport them in the Lord's Work and Ser * 


vice. It is a great perverting, abuſing, it 
flaving the Creatures, - when they victual & 
tan's Garriſons, and feed his Soldiers :- tt 
then the Creatures are reſcued from B 
when they nouriſh God's Prieſts, and 
his Worſhippers. | 
34l;, Thoſe that are in Chriſt's Ki 
dom are nearly related to him, and to 
other. : 6 
.-1. They are nearly related to Chrilt; 
[They are his Seed and Children, /a. 53. 
He ſhall ſee his feed. —- Behold, 1 and the Ob 
dren, whom God bath given me, Ila. 8. 18. 
ſus, as a ſecond Adam, as an everlaſting Þ 
ther, begets them, 1a. 9. 6. He is mak 
Sanctification to them, r- Cor, 1. 30. They t 
ccive of his fulneſs, Grace for Gracs, / 
2. 16. They are Chriſt's Brethren, P/el-2 
22, I will declare thy name unto my 
He 1s not aſhamed to. call them Brethren, Heli, 
2. 11. They arethe Lamb's Wike, Rev oh 
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They are the Members of Chriſt, Epheſ. 5. 39. 
We are members of his body, of bis fleſh, and of 
hi; bone, As Eve was taken out of Adam, as 
to her human Nature, ſo we are-taken out of 
Chriſt, as to our new and divine Nature, 
Water and-Blood came out of Chrilt's Side, 
Jobn'19. 34 The Blood of Chriſt 3s the 
meritorious Cauſe of our new State of: Ja- 
ſtification, and the Water ſignified the Spirit 
that gives a new Nature in Sanctification; 
And. how Honourable is it for Subjects to 
p- nearly related to the King of Glory ? 

nd how {weer; eaſie, and gentle, is Chriſt's 
Government over his Children, over his 
Brethren, over his Spouſe and Members ? 
vurely Chriſt will not _ a hard, a heavy, 


a rigorous Hand over thoſe that are ſo near 


 anddear to him * He ſhall ſpare the poor and 


wedy, Plal. 72. 13. And, as a Shepherd, ſhall 


gather the lambs with his arm, and carry them 


bis boſom, and gently lcad thoſe that are with 


yung, Ifa. 40. 11. Was there ever ſuch an 


Honour put on a Flock, as that-they ſhould 
be Members, and Brethren, and Chiidren 
of the Shepherd. 

2, Chriſt's Subjects are nearly related to 
each other 3 and this is a moſt ſweet Truth, 
as well as a great Myſtery : They are not 
only Fellow-Servants in the ſame Houle, and 
Fellow-Citizens in the ſame City of God ; 
but. they are. Brethren in the ſune Family, 
and Members of the ſame Body, and animss , 


3 | ted, 


< 
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ted, or influenced, and acted by the fame 
Spirit, and therefore have the greateſt Ohli. 
gations laid on them to love each other, to 
ſeek one another's Good, and promote one 
anothers Welfare. Shall Brethren claſh with 
one another, or Members fight againſt each 
other 2 He that for Chriſt's ſake is hatedof 
his Father, Mother, Brethren, Siſters, he 
doth, by virtue of his Intereſt. and Union 
with Chriſt, recover a hundred fold more 
Kindred and Relations : Elder Chriſtians ae 
as his Fathers and Mothers, younger Chri 
ſtians are his Brothers and Siſters, Mark 16 
29; 30. yea as his Children to ſerve:andche 
Tiſh him. O what .a bleſſed Kingdoms | 
this! when the Subjects are ſo endeared | 
each other, that they have not only fold their 

Lands to relieve their fpiricual Brethren, | 
Ads 2. 4, 5. Adts 4. 34. but have alſojev h 
parded, and hazarded their Lives, top. | 7 
ſerve the Lives of their Holy Kindred, Ron 
'16. 2, 4. Aquilla and Priſcilla laid down their ; 
Necks, expoſed themſelves to the greadl | - 
Dangers, to preſerve the Lite of Pauls Rehd 
ventured her own Life, to preſerve the Sp | 
that were the People of God, Feſbus 2..1þ | £- 

4rbly, If we conſider the great Benells F y, 
that we receive from Chritt's Kingdom. 

1. He heals, waſhes, refines, anoints; bs 6 
Subjedts. A Governour is called. a'Heal, } , 
Ila. 3. 6, 7. Jeſus Chriſt, as a- King, 84} ps, 
Healer, a Phyſician to his whole King 
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and to all his Subjeas, Marth. 9. 12. Our 
Souls are diſeaſed, weak, feeble, ruined ; and 
woe be to us if this Ruine be not under 
Chriſt's Hand ! Never was there ſuch a Phy; 
iician that dy'd to provide a Remedy to re- 
cover and reſtore his Patients : By his Stripes 
we are healed, yea by his Death we live, If 
a King, that is bur a political Head, be che 
Breath of his SubjeAs Noſtrils, Lam. 4. 20. 
much more is Chriſt the Breath of our No- 
ſri; as he is a natural Head that gives 
Life, and continual influences of Grace. 

2. Jeſus Chriſt waſhes, Fobn 13., 8. Exceps 
[ waſh thee, theu haſt no-part with me ; that 15, 
in the eternal Inhenirance in the Kingdom-of 
Glory. None waſhes ſo powerfully as Chri't; 
he can waſh away a Backſliding, Revoltin 
Rebellious, Whoriſh Heart 5 he can w 
awayour Spiritual Leprofie,and Plague-Sores; 
he can waſh our Echiopian Skin, and our 

d Spots, fer. 13. 23. 

3. Jeſus Chriſt Refines, Mal.3.23 and there 
s no ſuch Refiner as Chriſt, no ſuch refining 
hreas Chriſt's is. A Refiner, or his Fire,cannoc 
change Iron, Braſs, Tin, or Lead, into Gold. , 
and Silver; but Chriſt,by ſeparating our Droſs 
from us, renders us precious, and makes us 
Veſſels of Gold and Silver, 2 7m. 2. 20. 

4 Jeſus Chriſt anoints his SebjeQs, Ezek. 
16. 9. And 1 anointed thee with Oil, This is 
an Alluſion to the ſweer-ſmelling Oils , thac 
Perſons were purified with, Efber 2. 12. The 

| F 4 Graces 
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Graces of Chriſt's Spirit are fragrant, and 
cauſe us to ſme]! ſweer in'the Notrils of God | 
and Man. Saints are called Chriſtians; he. | 
cauſe they. partake” of Chrilt's Ointmenz, 
1 fobn 2: 20, 27. Youhave an unRtion from? 
the Holy One, that is, from Chriſt :. Asthe 
Mediator is anointed himſelf, ſo he is ſryle 
Chriſt, and as we are anointed by this Anoid: | 


ter, ſo we are called Chriſtians : And thi: 
is peculiar to Chriſt's SubjeRts, that they at 
all anointed, and partake even of the undia 
of their King. If we have not the unding 
of the Spirit of Chriſt, he will not owny 
to be Subjedts in his Kingdom ;* or toy 
Members of his Body : Rem:8. 9. 1's 
man have not" the ſpirit of Chriſt, he 1s KA. 
bis. Chriit's Undion doth purifie us roy 
Sin, conſecrate us to God.. teach us the & 
blime 'Fruths, and wonderful Myſteries d 
the Kingdom of God, 1 Fohn 2, 20: 
The Prophets were anointed, 1 Kings 19. 16 It 
and they, 'by. the union of the Holy Glo © 
were Seers, 1 Sam. 9. 9. | hey did ſe fin 
ther, and know more than others. Fron'pet 
hence I conceive the Phraſe is borrow} 
That the anointing ceacheth us; and C k Ge 
by anointing-us, fits and exalts-us to be es 
ritnal Kings, Rev. 1. 5, 6. He hath madenly 
Kimgs. Saints do command and rule chef ths 
own Spiri's, govern- their Thoughts, on 
arid bound their AﬀeRtions, curb, hoy n 
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; and and keep under their Pafſions; and, as of 
f God Inld. Wreſtlers were anointed, * that + 

s; be. c Hand of the Adverſary might Roving 

, d tak Agonifti. 

ment, | dip. off from chem, and take no 7,5 
\ from 4ſt fure hold of them, to throw 
Asthe- [them ; fo Chriſe by anointing us with his 
ſryled | Spirit, Satan is defeated, he is diſappointed, 
now | he cannot faſten on us, and have Advantages 
| 


Larzinſt'us ; firſe ro throw our Minds'to the 
Jah, 'and then to caſt our Souls to Hell. 
2d4y, In ChrifPs Kingdom; we have Reſt, 
ning} Marth. 8. 11. Many ſhall come from the eaſt 
wins | adwef, and /t down with Abraham, Iſaac, 
to'ly | andFacob, in rhe Kingdom of God. - Souls tra+ 
If # | velupand down, traverſe the Earth to and 
x4 | fro, difquiet themſelves in vain, and weary 
; from | themElves to- no purpoſe-; they never come 
he &{} to fit down till they preſs and get into the 
ics of} Kingdom of God, and here is a moſt ho- 
>; 9.4 nourable reſt to fit in the Throne with Chriſt, * 
9. 16 Iv. 3, 21. 
hog © 344. In Chriſt's Kingdom is a Feaſt ; but 
e kJ in Satan's Kingdom Souls famiſh, ſtarve and 
Fre [ periſh with thirſt, Luke 22: 29, 30. that you 
Deg 8 and drink at my table, in my Kingdom. 
nr \God makes a Feaſt in' his Holy Mountain, 
e464 1s 25.6. Saints have the firſt Courle in this 
«deny World, and fo it is a Dinner, Marth. 22. 4. 
hen they ſhall enjoy the ſecond and third Courſes 
vat nt Heaven; and fo it is rhe Marriage- Supper of 
alt; | 9% Lamb, Rev. 19. 9g. Did eyer any Shepherd 
"df ed his Flock with his own fleſh and blood 2: 
fab Is 


. "*s 4 


WHYS 


Is there any that is a Paſtor , and 4 Þ,%; 
too ? yet ſo is it here, Johns. 53, 54 55, 6k 


57. we here eat the "fleſh , and drink 
bloud of the Son of Man in this Life ; oi 
in Heaven to all Eternity we ſhall fees 8 
che delicious Fruits of Chriſt, be Ty 
Life, Rev. 2. 7. 
4thly, In Chrift's Kingdom is Libemk, 
Jobs $. 36. 'If the Son doth make you freq,thailoa 
ou ſball be free indeed. Chriſt reigns &l.; 
ſtroy the reigning Power of Sin and Samfy,, 
to caſt the Prince of this World out f Wl 
Throne and Kingdom, Fobs 12. 21. 1 4 
ſhall the Prince of this World be caſt our. Ol 
reigns to tumble down the God of Fla 
World from his Heaven, Luke 10. 18. In}, 
Satgn falling as Lightning from Heaven C 
breaks this corealions to pieces, Pſal. ji 
he burſts the Yoke of Sin, ſnaps inluokif;.1. 
the Snares of Satan, and delivers lwhght,”.. 
bondage of Corruption. "Ir 
5rhly, In Chriſt's Kingdom is ſafety, Tl, j 
great Shepherd keeps his Sheep, and wad a 
over his Flock in this Night ot Time, inwReaf 
Wilderneſs of the World , Job» 17. WMer 
While Iwas with them in the World, 1 keptWWar 
in thy Name, and none of them is loſt, Slifef þ 
are ſaid to be preſerved in Chriſt Jr 
Fude 1. Chriſt guards his Flock, avis 
a wall of fire round about them, Zech#Mfar 
no Lion ſhall be there, nor any rave li; 
Beaſt ſhall go up thereon , ir tel ad 
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4 there : but the Redeemed ſhall watk 
(re. Satan , that roaring Lion, ſhall nor 
rink i, on Chriſt's Lambs, or Sheep ; they 
if; alli be as fafe; as if there were no Beaſts of 
feed about them ; they ſhall lye down ſafely in 
Tre hy, wilderneſs, and fleep ſecurely in the woods, 
k. 34. 25. Satan ſhall not be there to 
*MM:t them , becauſe cheir Shepherd is till 
fre tea them to ſave them, PJal. 23. 4. Thou 
5 t0 Uh: with me in the Valley of the Shadow of 
1 Sat Death ; 1 will fear no evil, thy rod and thy ftaff 
2 of b comfort me continually, As David, when 
1, *a7: Shepherd, did fight with a Lion and Bear, 
« 27 ndfew them, to reſcue a poor Lamb of his 
of Flack, 1 Sam. 17. 34, 35, 36. fo Chriſt did 
5. ® | once in his own Perſon encounter with, and 
Ck eferoy Satan, Heb. 2. 15. and he doth by 
* -Y his Sprit and Grace in his Members, daily 
= Jghe with him, and foil him, r Fob» 2. 14. 
Rh are frong and have overcome the wicked one. 
# _nilt ftands, feeds and keeps his Flock” i» 
the frength of the Lord, Micah 5. 4. and ſo 
"Jax one Shepherd is ſtronger than all che 
Faſt of Prey , whether they: be wicked 
* ${Men, or evil Spirics : as he is omniſcient he 
Ppacericands all the difficulties and dangers 
JA his Sheep ; and as he is omnipotent, he 
wn reſcue, fave, and preſerve them. Tho' 
ud eat Shepherd hath a numerqus Flock 
| tered through the World, yet he knows 
| Sheep, and doth hear all their Cries 
$49d Prayers, P/al. 72. 12, 14. He ſhall dee 
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the needy when be crieth : the oor alſo, a4 
that hath no helper. He ſhall redeem they 
from deceit and violence, gd precious * 

blood be in bis fipht. Spiritual Enenis 

attempt againſt che People of God, by 

licy or Power; yet Chriſt fruſtras 8 

Adverſaries in both : he redeems the wii 
his People both from” Fraud and Vidmuſt;, 

no earthly King can know every Sh; 
or hear the Cries and Petitions of all tw 
oppreſſed. /- jr 
Fthly,. Jeſus Chriſt ſtrengthens and' % 
bles his True Subje&s to obey him, a b__ 
dwells in their Hearts by Faith, Epbeſzall 
ſo he ſcrengtheris his People, Phil/43pl Þ, 
can do all things though Chriſt that fre FF 
rin 


me. T will put my Spirit into them, « 

them to walk in my ſtatutes, Ezek. 16S... 
Chriſt gives Influegces, Aids, and Aflac, 
for every Act of dience, becauſe} "y 
a Natural Head et.at communicates ll 
to his Subjets, as Members, and as ak 
that derives Sap to. all his Branches* 
Subjeds of Earthly Kings have no ſuch or 
of-.them, or dependance on them, 
ſtrength to yield them Obedience. Wii 
was propheſijed- of Chriſt, P/al. 72. 4 '1 
ſhall come down like rain on the mowes lf ie 
as ſhowers that water the Earth. This 8g 5.4 
ture teaches us 'how great a Depend py, 
Chriſt's Subjects have on him, and bowpy , ;. 
cious a- Benefit they receive by him; 
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+ dowet Graſs cannot ſpring and you with- 
«a Rain from Heaven : fo Chriſt's Subjets 
Wot ſpring up in Holineſs, or bring fortti 
"8 Fruics of Righteouſneſs , except they 
ON a Rain'of Influences, a Shower of gra- 
Sus Communication from the Lord Jeſus 
Wir. Every Subjet of Chriſt is a dry 
> Soahd, 1/2. 43. 3. and needs watering from 
"at River, -yea from that Fountain of Grace 
tat is' above in Chriſt, We 'cannot take 
"Sue ſeep in the way towards a Bleſſed Ecer- 
I» but leaning on Chriſr, Cant. 8. 5, the 
J Charch: comverb up our of the wilderneſs, and 
© rack towards the Heavenly Canaan, lean- 
4 ag ber beloved. Exek. 45. 17. the King 
; +34 there ſpoken of, was to provide and prepare 
"4 alt Scritices, as Burnt-Offerings, Sin-Offe- 


rings, ad Thank-Offerings, for the People 
re Nis Subj By this King I underſtand 
7 T'Chrift, as he did give himfelt for us, @ Lamb 


* frs bun-offering, John T., 29. 4s 4 ſen-offe- 
- Cor. 5. 21. fo he farniſhes us with 
| -Offerings, he kindles Love in our 
* MF Hearts by his own Beams, he circumciſes 
IJ ar Hearts, Cl. 2. 11. cuts off the filthy fore- 
Min of finful, inordinate Self-love, that did 

- Funder and intercept our Love to God, and 
"F#% by-vertue of our Marriage-Unipn with 
oo die, that we bring forth Fruits to God, Rom. 
2007-4. all the fraits of righteouſneſs are by Feſus 
J ani 70 the praiſe and glory of God, Phil. 1. 


i 0 
6thly, Je- 
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6thly, Jeſus Chriſt receives the Sake 
Subjedts at laſt 5 as he committed his: D 
Soul at death, to the hands of the Bubk;.4 
Luke 23. 46. ſo now he hath merited ado; 
tained this Honour to be the Receiver:z 
Guardian of departing Souls, As », 
Srephen called upon God, ſaying, Loi 
receive my Spirit -: he called upon God;h 
it was through Chriſt the Mediator;6 
would not receive, but reje& , anda 
our Spirits , were they not joined ©; 
accepted in, and had acceſs tohimh 
Chriſt : Oh how deſirable a King's: 
Chriſt, that will be a Friend to us; wht 
forſake us, or can do-nothing for our 
Oh what a Truft doth Jeſus Chriſt undy 
to keep departed Souls till the laſt day; 
then reſtore them to glorious Bodies, 'f 
departing Souls muſt fall into the hang 
an angry Sin-revenging God, were 
not ſuch a gracians King: in whoſe | 
we might depoſite and truſt them. | + - 

7thly, Jeſus Chriſt is ſuch a King that 
conquer and deſtroy Death, x Car. 1 
he threatens it, Hof. 13. 14. O death 1% 
thy plague : O grave I will be thy defirad 
here is a promiſe in the Verſe to thes 
I will ranſom them from the power of the pul 
I will redeem them from death : and ts 
miſe is joined with a threatning againſt 
and the Grave. How wondertul, 


great and mighty a King is Jeſus Click 


" 
o 
- 
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oukeſ$a.-xtens fo powerful and viorious a Kin 
his «Death is ! How long hath Death reiBned, 
© Fagnd bow large an Empire hath it had in the 
d WE World ! ic is faid Rom. 5. 14. Death reigned 
WT Ew Adam to Moſes; yea, we may extend the 
5 Tu uration of its Kingdom further ; it hath 
ard : reigned from the Fall of the firſt Adam to 
God, this day ; and how many conquered Subjeas 
T7 hath it had ? 1 Cor. 15. 22. in Adam all died. 
nd ay Death is ſuch a King 2s ſhakes its Black Rod 
0; mer; and brandiſhes it's ſharp and glittering 
= Syord againſt the whole World ; .it hath 
threatned, arreſted, and cut off the Great- 
& Kings and Conquerors ; it hath been ve» 
tyTerrible to them chat by Oppreſlion, Vio- 
ce, and Cruelty, cauſed their Terrour in 
the Land of the Living, Ezek. 32. 23. none 

vF of the Kings of the World can prevent the 
a Ft froke of Death on themſelves, much 
© Wy kf can they divert it from their Subjeats : 
* 9 hot Chriſt is ſuch a King as combates with 
*F Death, and overcomes it ; he taſted Death 
indeed himſelf once, Heb. 2. 9. but it was to 
by aboliſh it, 2 Cor. x. 10. he became a Subje& 
toit for a time, that he might ſwallow it up 
for ever, and be a Lord over the dead to 


&, 


Fs raiſe them up, Rom. 14+ 9- and reſcue them 
ps from this Enemy. And how ftrong , yet 
how ſweet are theſe Words of Chriſt, 7 will 
mw br the plague of death ;, 1 will be a Dilca'e, 
4 J=, 2 mortal Diſeaſe to kill Death ir felf ; 
id, Grave, I will be thy deftruFion. _ 

5 ulfills 


lx \{ . 50 , 
fulfills his threatning, when he ſeeks out. 
Dulſbof his People, and forms it up jet? 
Body : this defeats and _diſanuls ty | 
of the Grave, that it may be ſaid, 0 OS” 
where is thy wiftory ? though thou didlt a 
rupt, putrefie, and diffolve our Bodies: 
thou didſt devour our Fleſh and cru 
into Duſt, and take away the very ſha ue 
a Body, yet we have new Bodies fol 4 
and organized again, and whe theſe 

ſhall receive theif Souls, and be ariichant 
by them , then it may be ſaid :.0% [ 
where 1s thy ing * 1 Cor. 15. 55. What 

thou gotten by ſtinging and billing ourkh ; 
dies ? behold, they are alive again.' Wy & 
15 a Day when the Lord will make u8t x 
Jewels, Malacky 3. 17. And then God! F 

els are made up, when iminortal Souls >; 
be joined to, and ſet in the Rings of Wl Fd 
rious Bodies. Chrilt js ſuch a King a "6 
conform all his SubjeRs to himſelf, bots 
Soul and Body : ' Wheh he regencras Wk. 
Soul, then it bears the Image of the (nl 
Adam ;, when he raiſes the Body, this i #.r 
proper Regeneration to be begotren,and 
from the dead, - as Chriſt was, Col.-1, 
Revel. 1. 5. . When old Adam's Teng 

out, and quite aboliſhed ; when Chri 
his Spirit, quickens the Body, Rom. 
. then it bears the Image of 'the Heat 
Adam, and is. held of him, 1 Cor, ts 


Saints are the Children of God, as. thi 


, Children of che ReſurreRidn, -Luke 20! 
1 This is. a. new Ground, and Reaſon, 


” 


- 


thy they ſhould be called the Children of 


Bed, the Seed of Chriſt. When Saints a+ 


out of the Duſt, chey ſhall be ſarisfied 


th God's likeneſs, P/al. 17. 15. When they 


we n again into a lively Hope, 1 Per. x. 


3.4 bear God's Image in their Souls 3 


w when they ſhall be raiſed, or be begot- 
= from the dead, then they ſhall alſo bear 
Qrift's Image in their Bodies, and fo ſhall 
# ſatisfied with che Image of Chriſt as ani 
ing Father. O what a preciobs Mer- 
What an incomparable Priviledge is 


W! that Jeſus Chriſt will npt forget or re- 


Ty 


"Duſt for ever, but ſeek ic gut, and 
MX up as an Habitation for our Souls, 


" 


_— ſn Temple for 'his Spirit to 


hh, Jeſus Chriſt is ſuch a King, as will 
er and draw up all his.ſincere Subjects ed 
to be with him for ever, i Theſ..4. 17, 
Wie receives their Souls in a dying Hour, 
49- 15: Ads. 7. 59. fo he will come 
wn to revive their Bodies, and then he 
rextive their whole Man to himſelf, 
14 3- What wonderful Grace and 
anels is this, that where the Maſter is 
ke the Servant ſhall alſo be, Fobn 12. 29: 
ama the Sheep ſball for ever dwell with the 
pherd, and all the Subjects of this 


_ { wriows King ſhall abide wich him, aro] os 


(82) 
his Glory, fo as to ſhare in it,” and 
. of it, A 17. 24. 2 The. 2, is Chak ; 
the King, is the Harbinger and Forerunge | © 
of his Subjects, Hebr. 6. 20. He is gone | 0 
to another World to chooſe an Eternal ls | of 
ritance. for his Brethren, Pſal. 47. 4 tk] © 
ſhall chooſe our Inheritance for us: Ao] # 
Chriſt, by interceeding with his Father, tha p 
Jo 
mw 
on 
Wi 


his People may be with him, doth prepal 
a Place for them, 7obn 17. 24. Fobn 14/4, 
3. Chriſt's Interceflion is ſo powerful, tl 
it cannot be deny d. -% 


= 


I would now give you ſome Counſt&wl 
Dire&tions, that you may ſtay and cont} G 
in this Kingdom, and not be gathered 
of it, and deprived of the Bleſſednefwj} 
Glory of it. — fl 

1. O come forth and ſee King Sohmnff tO: 
Cant. 3. 11, This King Solomon is | us 
Feſus ; he hath made him a rich and gk 
Chariot to ride forth in, and to viſit Anc 
doms, Nations, and People. The Go i h 
as preached in the World is the Spin bok 
Chariot, that Chriſt ſits 11, and the W yon 
Horſe he rides on, Rev. 6. 2. The Cie 
in her Miniſters may be, and 1s compa 
to the Horſes in Pharaoh's Chariot, Garh 
9. The Church, by herMiniſters, do's 
Jeſus Chriſt about the World. O” com 
this, the Goſpel is not fixed to one Natl 
the Chariot of Chriſt is moving, and 
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& by us and be gone from us. It 
bebe that Chriſt's Chariots come 
io us, that he appears atnong-us. O flight 
got the Opportunity ; neglect not the Day 
of Grace : Come. forth from your Ignoratice 
«nd Night of Darkneſs ; come forth from 
your flight, low, and contemprible Thoughes 
of 7 Chrilt: O fix the Eye of your Minds oh 
kim, look wich a ſteady Eye on Chriſt, 
6. 40. mis 0 Srwpay Þ Utop, Wwe ſhould 
wntemplate the Son, our Minds ſhould dwell 
bn hity 5 we ſhould not content our ſelves 
with ſeldom and tranſient Glances on Chriſt, 
but o8r Thoughts ſhould be converſant about 
Chriſt, Do we not need Chriſt ? Is he-not 
abſdutely neceſſary for us ? Muſt we noe 
wander, if Chriſt doth nor _—_ us, And 
| fl he doch not ſupport us; and be 
hat toStan, if he doth not ſpar and —— 
Gl 8s? Muſt we not famiſh, if he doth not 
le feed us ; and periſh, if he doth not fold us ? 
Kiſh And be Friendlefs and 'Harbourleſs at laſt, 
»<608 # he doth not receive us ? How will yoll. 
id} bok Death, or the Judge in the Face, if 
; jo do not firſt ſee Chriſt, and his Salvari- 
t O view; and look well on Chriſt. 
r oth any thing in him to be diſliked, co 
| be wihetd againſt ? Is he not altogether 
brely, Cant. 5. 16, Whatever is deſireable, 
meets in Jeſus Chrift, and there is nothing 
= (0s but what is lovely - what may kindle 
draw Hearts, captvrs Souls. If Wag bu 
Q z Fs 


ce _ 


——__ 
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diflike any thing in Chriſt, if you hacbou 
any Prejudice, cheriſh any ObjeRion agiink 
him, it is becauſe Satan hath blinded you 
Minds, and caſt a Veil over your Hear 
2 Cor. 4. 4, 5- ; 
24ly, O run to Jeſus Chriſt : 1. 55. 57h 
ſhalt call a nation thou knoweſ# nt, 
that knew not thee, ſhall run unto thee, becaue 
of the Loxd thy God ;, becauſe of the boly me 
Iſrael that hath glorified thee, O will yount 
run to him who 1s the Seat of Beauty, th 
Fountain of Honour , the Treaſury of a 
ſpiritual Riches, the Subje& and Cente'd 
Life? Will you not run to the Capri 
the Author, the Wells of Salvation ? Heh 
10, Heby. 5. 9. Iſa. 12. 3. O will you 
fly from Sin, Satan, and Eternal Deathzh 
running to Chriſt ? Is there any ſhatby 
from ſcorching Heat, but Chriſt's ? Cat 
2+ Any Wing to cover: you from Bird 
Prey , but his? Pſal. 36. 7. Any 
to protect you from - Beaſts of Prey, 
Chriſt's Fold ? Fobn 10..9. He that entaih 
me (that is into the Fold) ſhall be jaws. 
Sinners can give no Reaſon why they 
Dye, Ezek. 18. 31. ſurely they can gl 
Reaſon, why they ſhould not run to. 
Chriſt, That Text, 1a. 55. 5. afforh'® 
ne Arguments, mighty Reaſons whyR 
ſhould run to him. Þ 
1, God is his God: If ever we: 
have any comfortable Knowledge of G 
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honourable Relation to God, any ſweet 
0pm with God, we muſt run to Je» 
fs Chriſt. God is only to be found, and 
enjoyed in Chriſt. Will you cut your ſelves 
: Will you eſtrange your ſelves for ever 
from God 2 Will he not be a ſatisfying and 
an everlaſting Portion , when all other 
Comforts fail, all other Friends forſake, all 
our Lamps are put out ? ; : 
yh] 260d the Father hath lorified him 2! 
of af He hach exalted him. And ſhall we de- 
ea debaſe him, and keep him ſtill in a 
wpean, of Humiliation ? Hath the Father gi- 
lens } vea-him a Throne in Heaven ; and ſhall we 
oo 
hy 


d&ny him one in our Hearts? Are Angels, 
Prgcipalities, and Powers made ſubject to 
hated himyi Per. 3. 32. and ſhall we lift up our ſelves 
"al againſt him ? Do the nobleſt Creatures 
ik} worſhip at his Footſtoo!, and execnte his 
Fel} Commands; and ſhall we reje& his Yoke, 
y, wh} bone his Authority, and trample his Laws 
«hf nder-our Feer? Is Chriſt glorified 3 and 
df wil: you deſpiſe and Night him ? Is not a 
ey porbe Redeemer worthy of our Love, 
meal £5. and Obedience ? Shall vile and 
ang Objets draw away our Aﬀe&tions, 
aglorified Saviour be denied our Hearts ? 

by 8} Would we not commend our Spirits-ro him 
$1-ulakt, and ſhall we nor give our Hearts to 
{ lum now, Prov. 23. 26, Shall our laſt AR 
be. our firſt Gife to Jeſus Chriſt ? Wile thou 
wommend thy Soul co Chriſt only, when.. 
| G 3 than 
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thon canſt keep it no longer in the Body? 
Ts: not dreadful for a Glorified Chriſt with 
. his Omnipotent Arm to fall on thee for Dy 

ſtruftion ? Is it not deſirable that a Glorifed 

Chriſt by his Almighty Power ſhould dray 
thee up to him for Salyation? YL 

3- Kiſs the Son, Pfal. 2. laſt. this isa (pi 
tual At of Homage, 1 Sam. 10. 1. Saml 
did anoint apd kiſs Saul, thereby recogyi 
Zing his Authority, and obliging himſelty 
Obedience and Subjection to him, as his 
yereign : The Promiſeis the Mouth of Chi, 
and Faith is the Mouth of the Soul, and wha 
the Mouth of Faith is applied to the Mou 
of Chriſt in the Promiſe, then we i 
Chrift a ſpiritual Kiſs ; when Chriſt peak 
and offers himſelf, we ſhould come in wit 
our Amen of Faith, 2 Cor.'1. 20, tothe war 
of him who is the Amen, ani the faithful w 
neſs, Rev. 3. 14. our Obedience and Sp 
Rion to-Chriſt ſhould not be feigned, ors 
ced, but begin in a faithful and-loying 
to him that is Love it ſelf; Cant. 3. 5. wit 
Chriſt applies his Words and Promilg 
Grace to us,' then he kiſſes us with the ki 
af His Mo . Cant.'1. 2. when we 
bur Mouth of Faith to- Chriſt's Word'd 
Grace, when we ſincerely declare our Ale 
and Conſent to it, then we kiſs Chriſt, © 
''4. We muſt preſs into the Kingdom 
Chriſt, as it were force a Paſſage into it, al 
take it by violence, Luke x6. 16. Math, 11."% 
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we muſt have-a Room, a Place in Chriſt's 
Body? | Kingdom, be muſt reign over us, orelſe Sin, 
with | Death, and the Devil, will reign over us: 
x Ds [ We muſt enter into Chrifs Palace, or be 
rifed | hut up in his Prifon : we muſt preſs into 
dy | Chriff's Kingdom, that we may avoid a fu-: 

wire eternal Storm of Vengeance,, Thoſe 
ſpits | thatare hungry and famiſhing, will force in- 
anal | - 10 2-place where there is Plenty of: Bread. 
0gni- | Poor necefſitous Soldiers will ſtorm , will 
eto | tyeak-into a. rich -Ciry with the hazard of 
5% | their Lives, and ſhall we not be urgent - to 
mf}, into Chriſt's Kingdom, where there is a 
whey = Feaſt, - a ſweet Reſt, unſearchable 
{out eternal Riches ? if you are not Chriſt's, 
'| | yeuwill be Satan's. Do you not fearto ſee 
ea | Gods trowning face, to feel his puniſhing 
with hand, co drop into the bottomleſs Pir, to 
wal be ſt into the Lake that burns with Fire 

and Brimſtone for ever. Be not cold or in- 

different whether you get into Chriſts's King- 

| dom or no. . Do not content your ſelves with 


looſe hopes, ungrounded and preſumpruous 
Confidences, lukewarm and1lazy Endeavours. 
It is ſaid, the Gentiles ſhould fall down to 
the Church, and make Supplication to her, 
that is to prevail wich her, to be admitted 
and received by her into the Kingdom of 
Giſt, it is further foretold, Zech. 8. laſt, 
That ten men of all Languages of the Nations 
ſbould tahe bold of the hart of bim that is a 
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Few, and1o is a True Believer and afpirig 
Worſhipper, and ſay, we will go withyax, fo 
we bave beard that God is with you. They would | 
not be pur by, they would not be ſhaken 
caſt off, they reſolved they would jointhew 
ſelves to the Church of God, and not bees. 
cluded, kept, or thruſt out. It is ſaid, th 
Gentiles ſhould flow as waters to God's Holy Mougs 
tain, I. 2. 23. and ſhould fly as clouds, and 
dowes to their windows, Ta 60. $. this 
ſes ſerious, earneſt, and ſpiritual Violence. 
© F- That you may be thus Earneſt, yy 
muſe defire Chriſt to caſt chains = 
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and Love about you ; to ſubdue, 

and overcome you, 1/a. 45. 14. it-is promif 
that the Gentiles ſhould come over, ar q cow 
afrer the Church in Chains. Chriſt ml 
falten thoſe Chains on, and about the Soul 
of. Sinners, and draw them that they 
run after him, Carr. 1, 4. though Chn 
Name be as a fragrant Ointment, Cant. 1. 
#1 a firing perfume, though there be a draws 
ing Beauty, Excellency, Treaſure, Love; 
Chriſt, yer all theſe will not prevail witl 
an Almizhty and drawing Atm, ſuch is fs 
parfincs and perverſenets. Ir is propheſe 
of Chriſt, That he ſhould ſubdue the F 
ples and the Nations under the Feet of tan And 
Church, Pſal. 47: 3- ſo that they ſhall bow 4. 
'at the Feet of the Church, and wo ip God 
at her Feet 'as her Diſciples and Childn 
Revo. 3- 9 And we cannot be ws” u 
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Griſt, if our Iniquities are not ſabdued , 
Meh 7. 19. Chriſt cannot rule over us, 
|fSin do reign in us ; the Law of Chriſt, and 
ts Law of Sin are contrary and incon- 
ſtent. 
' 6. We muſt openly own and avow Chriſt, 
and molt ſtrongly engage our ſelves to him. 
i. We muſt openly own, confeſs, and ayow 
Chnſt. It is propheſied of Egypr , That 
ther& ſhould be an Altar to che Lord in the 
midſt of the Land, and alſo a Pillar at the 
Border, to declare to all, That E Was 
eotverted to, and become a Worſhipper of 
theTord, 1. 19. 19. Thoſe that ſtood with 
th&Lamb on Mount Zen, had their Father's 
Nan written in their Forehead, Rev. 14. 1. 
# faich, That when Chriſtians were 
eas they did not deny, but con- 
themſelves Chriſtians, always to the 
danger, and ſometimes to the los of their 
Lives, 2. We muſt moſt ſolemnly and 
W- wy engage our ſelves to the Lord. Tt 
© Wy s {d, Thar the Egyptians ſhould ſwear to 
wary the Lord, 1a. 19. 18. and fo as it were take 
"gy a Oath of ſpiritual Allegiance to Chriſt, 
i80y Pla. 119. 106, I have ſworn, and F will per- 
2/9” i, that I will keep thy rigbreous judgments. 
{4 Another remarkable Expre on we find, [a. 
$45: One Jhall ſay, Iam the Lord's, another ſhall 
Pive with bis hand to the Lord. Converts 
$3 noud as it were draw Indentures, and give 
ny under Hand and Seal, That they =——_ 
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be. the Lord's Servants ; That t 

not. ſtart, recoil, or go back wb, 
F&, 52; 4; 5+ Let us join our ſebues 36 teri | C 
in g perpgtuel covenant that ſhall not be 
As a bought, a redeemed People, 
devored,and conſecrated as Firit-fruirgtoGull C 
' and the. Lamb, never to be alienated, gr@z[ 23 
© z3.caommon uſe any more, Rev. 14. 20 
-.. 74 We muſt daily. grow-in Grace, a 
adding ; new Cubits to/gur ſpiritual Stat 
2 Pet. 1..'5- The new. Creature muſt; 
Tree, ſpread and ;/'{trike its Roots « 
to. onr Souls, Hof. 14. 5. The Wah 


Perrys 


it pives. us, muſt, as a Well, rigs 


1 
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igher and higher in our Souls, Fohwa | 


orldly Men are ſtjll coveting more 
Treaſure, to add Houſe to Houſe; and 
Field .to- Field, that they might-be 
alone in_the Earth, 1a.5. 8. And's' 
not-more reaſon, that we ſhould addG 
wo Grace, one degree of Grace to analulf 1 
that Chriſt and the new Creature mighlly ic 

laced. alone in our Seuls, without Kill is 3 

ompeticors, or Enemies. By growhay A." 
Grace, we pals and get farther into. an 
Kingdom, we have an abundant Enna Var 
into it, we preſs even into the ad i 
Heart and Centre of | Cihrift's Kangaly 2 
and. do. not ſtay in the Our'skin a 
Borders of it. God hath promiſed 4008 
the encreaſe and enlargement. of bis ul 
dom, J/a. 9. 7. with Zech..g. '19 A 
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refrain and ſtraicen the Kingdom of 
|? As this. S:one grows and fills the Earth 
Dan.'2. 3 5.10 it ſhould increaſe, and 
the Soul within. It, was propheſied of 
1 Chriſt, That he ſhould op and proſper, Fer, 
23.5. Thar he ſhould ride forth conquering 
v.| ado conquer, Revel.6.2. Let theſe Prophe- 
if os be fulfilled inn thee ; do not ſtint, ſtop, or 

| band Chrift's Kingdom in thy Soul. 
*&' We muſt be diligent, a&zve, induſtri- 
ws Servants : Trade with Chriſt's Talents, 
& his Stock, increaſe his Pounds. Quc 
' that is gone into a far Country, yer 
wh difpoſed-his Goods, hath beftowed Gifts 
Servants, and enjoined. every one his 
Fay 13, 34. with Luke 16. 13, 15. 
nt-wonld have no idle, no lazy, no 
66d dad Servant in his Houſe, All. theſe 
| Gra Jakens, and” Gifts are beſtowed, that we 
al miphe 2 for Chriſt, enlighten, and draw 
al i0- others to Chriſt, promote and. advance 
Rig is Kingdom, and encreaſe che number of 
©4y ks Subjeas. Our Candle of Knowledge 
lf Rould rind and light many other Candles :- 
ay Our Fire of Love and. Zeal, ſhould, warm 
2-89 ad inflame many others. -While the Church 
fp 2 Charater of Chriſt's Worth, a De- 
a Eiption of his Beauty , Cart. 5. 9, 10, 11, 
yt; 13- the Daughters of Fern/alem appre- 
d and COnceived that he was ſome ex- £ 
Wes one tran{cendantly Ex-., $7 7 
, that ſhe had ſuch fervent Love to &*?; 


him, > V 
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bim, and did fo earneſtly enquire after hin 
And this ſo wrought. on them, that they 
Hearts did burn with deſires after Chrit, ad 
they would ſeek him with the Church 
Cant. 6. x. We ſhould ſay as the pod 
Jews, Cant. 8. 8. We have a litle Fg 
hath no breaſts, What ſhall we do \(that is 
promote a Marrjape between Chriſt and 
mm the day ſhe ſhall be ſpoken for, and be w 
to be eſpouſed to Chriſt ? The Church pp 
miſes ſhe would cauſe Chriſt's Name wh 
remembred in all Generations ; that x, 
the preaching of the Word, and t 
bringing forth a Holy Seed to continue, g 
perpetuate Chriſt's Name in the Wa 
Pſal. 72. 17. His name ſhall be continues 
ever : 133) Fommon (that is his Name) 
have Sons. Thou art concerned. in, al 
bound by this Promiſe : Every true M 
of the Church is obliged by. it, todo 
he can to Propogate Chyiſt's Incereſt, tops 
mote his Kingdom, and continue hs Nas 
in the World. 

9. We muſt be willing to ſuffer Fr | 
Kingdom of God, 2 Theſ. 1. 5. The Apa 
0 joins the Kingdom and Patience of 
us Chriſt, Revel.. x. 9. but Paul joins 
Kingdom and Glory of God, 1 Theſ. 2 
Firſt we muſt paſs through the Kinga 
and Patience of Chriſt, before we pat 
to the Kingdom and Glory of God, , 
Eannot Enier into, and continue in & 
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Kingdom of Chriſe, but the World will hate | 


cſecute 'us : Fobn 8. 14. 1 have given 
w—_— and Ts, how rubene i and 
the ww hath bared them; Saints ſuffered ſo 
freely, fo willingly, ſo joyfully for the King- 
dom of Chriſt, that the World was amazed. 
ras tells us; That Chriſtians, when their 
ies offered to apprehend them, they 

d&d not reſiſt ; when they asked them of 
their Religion, they did not tell a Lye, or 
their Faith 3 they took joyfully the 
jv of Goods, Heb. 10. 34. rejoyced 
they were counted worthy to be beaten 

for Chriſt, 4#s 5. 41. If 'they were to be 
ard up to confirm the Faith of others, 
ad to evidence. their own Faith, they did 


__ 2, 17. They endured exqui- 
ſte Torments with ſach undaunted Courage, 


and fch unrelenting Spirits, that Natural 
Men would rather have denied things clear 
by mathematical Demonſtrations, than have 
expoſed themſelves to ſuch Tortures. As 
* Media cruly affirms. 

10, You muſt lead Holy Lives, your Light 
 woſt ſhine before Men, Marth. 5. 16. you 
muſt hold forth the Excellency, Power, and 
Hficacy of the Wordin your ARions, Phil. 2. 
6. when Pau! had aflerced his Faich, that he 
Gd believe a ReſurreRion of the juſt, and 
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the unjuſt, he preſently declates the Erixe #8 5 
this Truth, A#s 24. 15, 16. Is this] oe © 
"ny ſelf, to keep a Conſcience woid of offence by | hid 
toward God and man: he did + ng 
according to this Truth, it had a prevail 
Influence on his Heart, - a co My 
thority over his Afions z you maſt mug 
converſe with God here, Pſal. 139. 17.u4 
I am- awake, I am ever with thee: 2nd how 
ficly do thole Two Expreffions agree; 1h 
wid was ever with the Lord on " 
Paul ſaith, Chriſtians ſhould be ever wh 
the.-Lord in Heaven, r The. 4. 17. there ws 
be a walking with God on Earth, Gm:$y 
Enoch walked with God, and God took hy 
and why did God take him, and for wh 
End ? was it nat to walk with him in 
ven, Rev.-3. 4. thoſe that had not defi 
their Garments ſhould walk with Chriſty 
white, we muſe ſhine as lights in this wall 
Phil. 2. 45. that hereafcer we may ſhines 
the (un,in the king dons of our Father, Matth:iyY wer: 
43. Jeſus Chriſt muſt be glorified in us byc 
Fohn 17. 10. I am glorified in them, tha fhak: 
may be aſſured he will be glorified and & 

mired in us hereafter, 2 Thef. 1. 10. what 
will be revealed from Heaven, be wills 
rified in bis Saints, and be admired in then'th 
believe. Chriftians muſt notbe like the th 
then Philoſophers. Arhenagoras in his «yl 
or Apology tor the Chriſtians, - charges ay 
chat chey ſought and aimed at m/xyvlan K 
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"2. aide vs an Art of. Words, but 
a Demonſtration / of ' Works 3 but he 
Gich ; chat Chriſtian: Handicrafts-men and 
Qld Women that could not diſcourſe: for 
their Religion, did yet demonſtrate its Ex- 
eellency in their Works. When they. were 
beaten, they would ' not ſtrike again ; when 
they were wronged in their Eſtates, they 
would not go to Law ; they would pray for 
them that perſecuted them, and love thoſe 
that hated chem. 

-1. Conſider how great Guilt you will 
eantraft, and what hateful and abominable 
Creatures you will be, if you reje@t the Word 
ofthe Kingdom , and enter not into it. 
Chrilt bid his Diſciples to ſhake off the Duſt 
of their: Feet againſt ſuch, Lke 10. 9, 10, 
11 for a Teſtimony ag rinſt them. . They 
tharrefuſe the Goſpel ot the Kingdom, and 
tum-away from the King of Glory, are ſuch 
uncean Creatures, chat Chriſt's Miniſters 
were not to defile themſelves, or their Feet, 
by carrying away any of their Duſt ; but to 
ſhake i: of. and leave it as a wienels there, 
that Chriſt's Arpbaſſadors had been there, 
' ladpreached to them, and been rejected by 
them, This very Duſt ſhould remain with 
them to teſrifie, and give in Evidence apainit 
the in the great Day, that they would not 
if open their Ears to: Chriſt, ſpeaking in, his 
og Miniſters , but obitinately hardened: their 
both againſt the Maſter aud the Ser- 
vants, 
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vants, againſe the Lord and his Sabjes'f 
heed therefore, that you reje& not him! 
ſpeaks from Heaven : Be jealous over 1 
own Souls, that you receive not the Do 
of Grace, the Word of the Kingdominyg 
2 Cor. 6. 2. as the Highway, the ſtony, 4 
thorny Ground did. Let Chriſt's Words 
in your Hearts, ſhine and reign in | 
Lives : Do not think to blind your ty 
ſrupifie your Confciences,and cheat yourow 
Souls wich an outſide Religion. Greatw 
the Sin of Ananiss and Saphirs, that prev 
ded to-devote the whole Price, that they 
their. Land for, to the Service of Chriſta 
his Church, yet kept back part of it; 
ſo lied to God, andcempted the Holy 6 
Atts 5. 3, 9. O do not dareto tread int 
Steps : Will you tempt Chrift and his Spin 
whether they are omniſcient ? Or try ws 
ther you-cannot put a Fallacy or Cheat 
. them? Will you make a coltly anddayt 
rous Experiment, whether they cannorly 
out your baſe Metal, your counterfeit Cay 
your hypocritical Services : Though you 
tend to know God, Ho. 8. 2. 'yet witll 
ſincerity , Chriſt will not approve 
know you, Matth. 7. 23. Let not 
Word be received only into your Memdt 
but let Chriſt himſelf be entertained ny 
Hearts, to order your Aﬀections, and( 
your Converſations. If you do not! 
to Chriſt your Hearts below, he willa 
pen to you his Heaven above. | 
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Ule, For Caution : Take heed you do 
x raſhly judge, and haſtily paſs a Cenſure 
an. the Kingdom of Chrift, and on the 


8 Church of God. Turks, Jews, and Hea- 


thens, that ſee the looſe and wicked Lives of 


II me Chriſtians, do preſently condemn all 
| Chriſtians, as if there were no ſincere Piety, 
of powerful Religion, or Beauty of Holineſs 


anong them ; and thereby take an advan- 
te to reproach Chriſt himſelf, and to re- 


£2 on his Goſpel, as if it did allow, and 


Yo appears ſuch things : When as Chriſt 
\ "FF 


ighteouſneſs , and hates Iniquiry , 
Pal 45. 67. He forbids all Sin, he diſlikes 
ad abbors all Iniquicy, atrh 22. 10, I, 
Freud, bow cameſt thou in hither, not baving a 

ne-yarment. Chriſt hath ſpoken plainly 


i <nough , Except a man be born again, unlels 


aff Men repent and be converted, Fobn 3. 3, 5. 


oy Hatth. 18. 4. they cannot enter into the kingdom 
8 Gd: That without Holineſs Men ſhall 
i tot ke God, Hebr. 12. 14. Theſe Inſtructi- 


as and warnings of Chriſt are plain, yet 


y W any preſume, and thruſt into the Churcti 


God, and give the Lye to Jeſus Chriſt, as 


= they ſhould live in Glory, though they be 
Bd in Sin; and ſee God, though they a1C 
d, and utterly deſtitute of Holineſs. But 
& will ſhortly be an end of all their Pre- 
ions and ungrounded Confidences, of 
bir deceittul and — mm Hopes ; 

m1 an 
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ſons that are in the Church, ler them ws 
but a little, and theſe Spots ſhall be waky 
off from the Face ; theſe Werns, thele ga 
green'd Limbs ſhall be cut off from the 
dy of the Church ; this Drofs ſhall bepu 
away for ever. Jeſus Chriſt hath a 

Sickle to cut thoſe Tares, Rev. 14. 14. ky 
Ax to hew down thoſe barren Tres, 


unquenchable Fire to burn up the Chif 
Matth. 3. 12. The Goats and the fix 
go in the ſame Paſture in the Day-time, | 
when the Evening comes, there is a Spa 
tion ; the Goats go to their Penn, and 
Sheep to their Fold : So jeſus Chriſt, wn 
he comes to judge the World, ſhall ſepa 
the Goats and Sheep, Meth. 25. 31,p 
Though they are now in the ſame viſt 
Church, yer Jeſus Chriſt ſhall part them, 
ſet the Sheep on his Right-hand,and theGa 
on his Left. Chriſt will difown Hypocris 
and exclude them out of hisGlory : Hewl 
own the Sincere, aid call them to inherths 
+ Kingdom, Marth. 25. 34- Do not nil 
judge thoſe to be related to Chriſt, chat vi 
be rejected by him. They that Feign, Wy 
Flatter, that Lye to Jeſus Chriſt, will bi 
reed and abhorred by him ; his Eyes vl 
be as a flaming Fire to diſcover them, ani 
Wrath. will be as a conſuming Fire to bn 
them up. But then the true Ca 


and thoſe that ſtumble at the ſcandalow I»$ 


a Fan to purge h's Floor , a Furnace of 


x Chriſt ſhall be as a Bride adorned for her 


-2 wounding or piercing Thorn, no ſtink- 
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Husband, Revel. 21. 2. She ſhall ſhine wich 
beautiful Holineſs, and glorious Righteoul. 
ne, and be without ſpot and -wrinkle , 
Epbeſe 5. 25» 26, 27. Mete to be preſented 
and fit to be married to Chriſt, and to be 
2n Obje&t of his Love for Chritt to rejoice 
in, and delight himſelf with to Eternity. 
Then ſhall there be no more a pricking Briar, 


ing Weeds, no empty Vines, no barren 
Fig-Trees in the Garden of God. | Nothing 
fhallany longer deform,or defile the Church, 
ThePeople of the Church ſhall be all righte- 
ous, the Branch of God's planting, the Work 
of his Hands, that he may be glorified, 1/a. 60.” 
21, The Image of God ſhall be fully drawn 
on them, the Law of God {hall be perfectly 
rranſeribed irito them, r:0 Foorfteps of Sin 
ſhall remain on them, no drofs of Corrup- 
tion ſhall cleave to them ; they ſha!l becranſ- 
formed by the perte&t renewing of their 
Minds : Then they will appear as Trees of 
Righteouſneſs, 1/2. 61. 3. and bear all plea- 
lant Fruits, and the chict of Spices, Can. 4. 
13,14 And thoſe that have flouriſh'd in 
God's Nurſery below for a time, they fthall 
@ laſt be tranſplanred into, and fo grow in 
the Heavenly Paradiſe for ever. 
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